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Summary:

The main purpose of this trip was ¢@mplete thecopying d archives at the Catholic
Bishops Conference in Waigani, Port Moresby and to survey, organise, list and digitise
archives held in the vault at the Catholic Bishayce in Kavieng, New Ireland.

Over4900digital images were taken and processed cregtime following PMB title

PMB MS 140@ Catholic Bishops Conference, Gordons, Port Moresby, P.N.G., Press
statements and pastoral letters from the Catholic Bishops Conference, 185¥4 PDF.
Available for reference.

PMB MS 140%, Catholic Bishops Confence, Gordons, Port Moresby, P.N.G. Reports and
minutes from the Annual General Meeting of the Catholic Bishops Conference, -P234.
PDF. Restricted access.

PMB MS 14238 Catholic Bishops Conference, Gordons, Port Moresby, P.N.G., Secretariat
Correspadence, 1962PDF. Restricted access.

PMB 1424 Lihir Language Dictionary and Grammar books in German, PDF. Available for
reference.

PMB 1425 ! NODKAPZSa FTNRY (4KS /I GikK2fA0 . AaKz2LIQa
P.N.G. PDF. Available for referem

Catholic Bishops Conference, Port Moresby

| arrived inPort Moresby on Saturday 25 March and was greeted at the airport by Sr. Marie
Turner. We went to the local supermarket where | bought supplies for the week and then to
my accommodation at the Caslic Bishops House compound in Waigani. During the week |
stayed with Sr. Mary McCarthgn Australian Presentation sister who has been based in
PNG for many years

In 2014 | began working on the archivetla¢ Catholic Bishops Conference. There was no
appointed archivist and the records were disorganised. During the 2014piiply
digitisedPMB MS 140¢, Catholic Bishops Conference, Gordons, Port Moresby, P.N.G.
Reports and minutes from the Annual General Meeting of the Catholic Bishops Conference
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1957-2014. Since 2014Fr.Victor Roche the General Secretary of the CBC has appointed Sr.
Marie Turner as a patime archivist to care for and administer the archives. | was very
impressed with the progress made and the orderly manner in which thea@Bves are

now storedand preservedn the Archive room at the CBC offices in Waigani.
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Kylie Moloney with Sister Marie Turner, the Catholic Bishops Conference archivist.

The digitisedmagestakenwill be proces&d and converedto PDF file®nce bak in
Australia A brief history of the Catholic Bishops Conference can be found below.

TheCatholic Missionaries arrived Rapua New Guinea in 1848. Maidissionaries landed

on 28 May 1848 in Siassi Island (Morobe Province) and then the Pontifitalte of

Foreign Missions (PM.E.) started evangelising @toodlark Island on 8 €ober 1852.

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (MSC) began the Mission in Matupit Island, Rabaul on 28

{ SLWASYOSNI MyyH® LY mMyny GKSFHTS$ KR {aDf I/ KIAX
included all the islands of Melanesia and Micronesia. The Catholic Church grew rapidly in
different parts ofPNG.The Catholic Church is the largest Neavernment body to provide

serviceg; including education and hetal carec in Papua New GuinegOn 15 November

1966 thehierarchyof Papua New Guinea was established with Archdiocese and Dioceses.

Today, he Catholic Bishops Conference has 19 Dioceses in Papua New Guinea and 3
Dioceses in Solomon Islands with a total of 23 @sh

PNG Diocesed. Vanimo, 2.Aitape, 3. Wewak, 4. Madang, 5. Lae, 6. Wabag, 7. Kuniawa, 8.
Mendi, 9. Goroka, 10. Mt. Hagen, 11. Kavieng, 12. Rabaul, 13. Kimbe, 14. Buka, 15. Alotau,
16. Port Moresby, 17. Berena, 18. Kerema, 19. Daru/Kiunga.

Solomon Islads Diocesesl. Auki, 2. Gizo, 3. Honiara

The Press Statements and Pastoral letters (PMB MS tép@dincludethe Catholic
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freedom of the press), education (messago teachers in Catholic schools, education
systems in crisis, religious education), family and marriage (family values, bride price,
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violence against women, population control, polygamy, domestic violence, Catholic men,
Fathers and leaders), Governmetd politics (Church and politics, Bougainville crisis,
elections, leadership in PNG, letters to the Prime Minister, corruption in PNG, village court
systems, casinos in the Solomon Islands, deteriorating state of the nation, slush fund
concerns, environmd, nuclear disarmament, starvation), Health (HIV/AIDS, STisch

health services, drug abuse, rural health centres), Justice peace and development (Famine
relief, respect for human life, logging codes, imprisonment of refugees, Australian Asylum
seekes), Law and order (guns, attacks, Deaths of Catholic Church members, violence in Port
Moresby, death penalty, crime and punishment), Liturgy, Moral and pastoral issues
(abortion, Respect for human life, pornography, Charismatic churches in Papua New,Guinea
Youth), Theology (pastoral letters).

Thewell-organised Archive ahe Catholic Bishops Conference.

Other PMB work inPort Moreshy

During my stay in Port Moreslyisitedthe Papua New Guinegdational Museunat the

invitation of Caherine Nolananarchivist from Melbourne. Catherine seen working on

the archives in théMlodern History section of the nseum and the United States of America
have beersupporting the project by purchasiragchival stationey and equipment. Aese
documenswill beused asLJF NII 2 F &2 2 L L workh Eihé neyt@p is I8 Nty a ¢
digitise thedocuments which will happen later thigear. | shared with Catherine
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Some of the WWVII archivsat the PNG National Museum

On Wednesday 2Bvisitedthe PNG National Archives where | met wiilas Masuaknd

Vicki Puipui. The National ArchividsSPNGecently submitted aNational Library, Archives
and Records Servicé§-yearstrategic plan20162025 to the Papua Newsuinea
Departmentof Educationwhich includeshe opening oinew provincial branches of the
Archives and over 600 new positions, 200 of these positions are to be part of the National
Archives.The plan includes new regional provinciathavist positions and provincial

archives based in the province$he planwas endorsed by Hon. Nick Kuman, MBE MP,
Minister for Education and the Office of the Director General, Office of Libraries and
Archives will provide leadership in implementing tRlan
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Vicki Puipui, Kylie Moloney and Tukul Kaiku meet to discuss the PNG National Archives

ThePNGNational Archiveepository is at full capacity and records have not been collected
from the Provincial Governments in the past three years as tieen® funding. ThENG
National Archives staff are advising Government Departments to keep their own records



until they have more capacity to acquire records. Some Departments have acquired
shipping containerand converted them to small scale reposigs but Vicki informed me
that manyDepartmentsare not interested in having shipping containers in their
Departmental grounds. The National Archivesuisently staffed by fourteepeople and
the National Library has twervyne staff.

Some archives the PNG National Archives repository.

| was given a tour of thENGNational Archives repository, staffing areas and reading room.
Limited numbers of researchers are allowed to use the reading room bedtaeiseisarule

of five customers toone staff member. Thé?’NG National Archivessaff informed me that

the main enquiries received in the reading room relate to land and genealogies. Certified
copies of archival documents from the PNG National Archives can be purchased by
researchers for a smaké. Researchersannottake their own photographs.

The PNG National Arcives Reading Room




Four seniorstaff membershave modern computers that asupposed to baetworked, but
the network does not work. There is no working microfiche reader at tichi¥es. The

PNG National Archives received the UCSD digitised patrol reports and are printing them
onto paper for customersTheprinter has recently run out of inkheaningonly the patrol
reports for two ofthe provinces have been printed.

PNGNationalArchives staff asked me for ideas on how they wakecollection material

more accessible to people livingtime provinces. | gave the example of the Fiji National
Archivesand the Governmenft N2 I R aK2g¢é¢ YR SyO2dz2N» 3SR (KS
regional provincial archives are established as well as to promote Archivaseomational

Archives Day. The stdfaverecentlyidentified three provincesMilne Bay Simbuand Lae

where they will trial some outreach projects.

| talkedwith the PNG Nigonal Archives stafat length about digitisation projects, including
equipment, standards, baekps and workflows.The PNG National Archives is keen to begin
digitising their historical photographic collections, but do not have a server or any back up
hardware no software andnly a smallflatbed scannerdonated byEwan Maidment, the
former Executive Officer of thRacificManuscriptsBureau in 2011See:
http://asiapacific.anu.edu.aygambu/docs/11FebPNG.plif

One of the issues that the PNG National Archives staffifeadvocating fomore funding
and supportfor the Archiveis that the Directors of Departments keep changing and
relationships need to be rebuilt.

PNG National #shives take fieldwork students from the UPN¢&ldwork and Professional
practice courseVicki Puipui recently graduated with a Diplom&ducation Management
Trainingfrom Divine Word UniversityIn her final practicum for the Diploma Vicki organised
andarranged and listed the Hugh Stevenson archive and material objects at the PNG
National Collection held at UPNG.

Trainingfrom Divine Word University
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Overalll was mpressed with the current state of the Archigensidering their limited
resources The staff are solid and strong aack undertaking good work witvhat they
have They are motivated and passionate about archives and good record keeping.

OnWednesday 2Marchl visited the University of Papua New Guinea Libamgompanied

by Tukul Kaiku (lecturer in Information Managemeamy met wth Leah KalamoriKaren

Karo (PNG Special Collections librarian) and Benzamine Chee (Serials Librarian). Most of the
PNGspecial collectiomicrofilm and AV collection have had to be discarded due to vinegar
syndrome. Leah said that thenlversity ofPapuaNew Guineais \ery interested in joining

the Pacific Manuscripts Buread said that | would send through a PNG figdand as well as
information about the ANU UPNG MOU which might allow for the ANU to subsidise the
UPNG subscription to the PMB. We talked at length about digitisation projects within the
UPNG Special Collections and | said that | would send througmistion about equipment
anddigitisationstandards. Thegaid the PMB is welcome thgitise some of their special
collections and it would bielpfulif the Bureau coul@ssisthem to sourcetheir own
digitisation equipmentind setup a digitisation pract. They PNG special collections
sectionoften hasstudents undertaking practicums
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Karo (PNG Special Collections librarsidiukul Kaiku, Leah Kalamori (Head Librarian, UPNG)
and Kylie Moloney at the University of Papua New Guinea library.

On Thursdy 30 March | was invited by the Pacific History lecturer, Ruth Crocombe, to the
Pacific Adventist University faresenta talk to history studentsThe students were

extremely interested in the work and collections of the Pacific Manuscripts BureaustWhil
at PAU | also visited the websourced library. | hope to follow up this visit with a letter of
invitation to the PAU Vice Chancellor inviting the PAU Library to join the Bureau as a
member library.
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In2016Paige West, a cultural anthropologist from Colombia Universilyew Yorkalerted

the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau accollection of archives ia vaut at the Catholic. A a K2 LJQ a
house in Kavieng that were in need of preservation. Paige has workempua New Guinea

for over 20 yeardn the Highlands and in New IrelantbRince.

On Sunday 2 April | travelled from Port Moresby to Kavieng accompanied by Tukul Kaiku.

Tukul is &enior Lecturer in Information and Communication Sciences withinadheobof

Humanities and Social Sciene@tshe University of Papua New Guineaukul is from New
HanoverNew Ireland Province and has extensive experience in working with archives in
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Kavieng.
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to Nusa Island.

Tukul travelling on an out board motor boat

Tukul and Wvere met at the airport byPaige West ath her localkolleague, Jon Aini. Jchn

and Paigerganisedour accommodation and transpodnd alscarranged forfour people to

work with Tukul and | to organise, clean and list the archivé G KS /I K2t A O . A
during the week.



The vault holding archives at the Catholic Bishops house in Kavieng, New Ireland.

OnMonday 3 April Tukul and | opendake heavy metal door t@ concrete vault withwo

bays of shelves,ral goproximately36 shelfmetresof archives stored in black plastic bags
well as a filing cabinet holding historical land papéerke collection included many different
archival formatscluding correspondence, minutes, church circulars, rolled mapgkamg,
language listsa dictionary, photographs and large (incomplete) unbound pages of
sacramental recordsln addition to this, the vault had been usedagenerabktorageroom
and cotained Church artefacts, pictures, glass louvres atat wine! We began the
laborious task obpening each bag and surveying the papers whistolvedlifting bags of
papers off shelvesorganising the papemnd makinglists. Wesortedthe listsinto series

and began cleaningnd rehousing the archivesOn Tuesday 4 April Jon Aini and Paige West
arranged for four staff to assist us with this work. We all worked extremely hard over the
next four days listing, cleaning andmeusing thearchives in anservation boxes. He large
sacramental records wene-housed andvrapped in browrpaper.



Working on the Archive inside the vault at the Catholic Bishops house in Kavieng,
New lIreland
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