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The following papers formerly belonging to the reverend Julius Louis Brenchley (1816-1873) are held in the Kent Archives Office, Maidstone, Kent. They are listed by the British Historical Manuscripts Commission as Brenchley Papers belonging to Maidstone Museum. As there are no original journals in the Brenchley Papers in the Archives Office covering Brenchley’s foreign travels after 1850 it is unlikely that they are the same Maidstone Museum Brenchley Papers mentioned in the biographical article on Brenchley in the first supplement to the Dictionary of National Biography. Described as “churchman, intrepid traveller, omnivorous collector and philanthropist”, Brenchley is best known to Pacific scholars for his scientifically useful work, Jottings during the cruise of H.M.S. ‘Curacoa’ among the South Sea Islands in 1865 (London 1987) and his large collection of ethnographic and natural history objects in the Maidstone and British Museums. Brenchley first visited the Pacific in 1850 when he visited Hawai’i during his American tour and joined up with French traveller, Jules Remy. After many years of travelling in the Americas, Europe and Asia he visited New Zealand in company with Lieutenant the Hon. Herbert Meade, R.N. in 1864 and involved himself in the Maori affairs. From Sydney he made his celebrated visit to the Islands in the Curacoa in 1865, also in the company of Meade whose journals, kept on board the Curacoa in 1865 and the Esk in 1866 form part of the Brenchley Papers. Brenchley’s Maidstone papers appear to have been unknown to compilers of the most recent inventory of his collections, Artefacts from the Solomon Islands in the Julius L. Brenchley Collection (London 1987) by Deborah B. Waite. 

The listing below follows the Kent Archives Office, Centre for Kentish Studies, catalogue of the Brenchley Papers (U1823/8), but includes only those items microfilmed at PMB 1050, with amplifications and comment in square brackets. 

The Brenchley Papers U1823/8

02
Official: Passport for Julius Lucius Brenchley in Hawaii.

Z7
Journal by Mr Creak, passenger on the ship Esk, in Pacific with observations on harbours, winds and botany [abt.200ff. in four original bundles]. [The above description is inadequate,. See additional notes below.]
c.1850
Z7 Bundle 1
[Bundle 1of Z7 relates to the Esk with master of Esk written in pencil.
	Extract from Mr Creak’s Remark-Book on the harbours, winds, etc.

The entries cover the period 16 October – 19 November 1866 while the Esk was at Fiji and Tonga. The entry for 25 October refers to a new landing place at Nukualofa, Tongatabu. Brenchley adds, “This was being made when I was there”, with initials JLB.]

Z7-Bundle 2
[Bundle 2 of Z7, is the original journal of Lieutenant the Hon. Herbert Meade of H.M.S.Esk who had visited Tonga in the Curacoa the previous year. It contains interesting observations on Tongan and Fijian chiefs and is critical of both Wesleyan and Roman Catholic missionaries for their attitudes. For the edited published version see Meade's, A Ride through the Disturbed Districts of New Zealand; together with some account of the South Sea Islands..., edited by his brother (2nd edition, London, 1871), pp.297-367. 
	The first section covers the period 27 October-10 November 1866 (34 pp.) 

The second section continues the journal covering the period 10-21 November 1866 in Fiji. It includes a full description of the burning of Ritova's houses. (27pp.) 
The third section continues the journal from 22 November 1866 to the departure from Kandavu for Sydney (22pp.).]

Z7-Bundle 3
[Bundle 3 - also labelled 5 - is in different handwriting, and is the journal kept on board the Curacoa by Lieutenant the Hon. Herbert Meade in 1865. For the edited published journal see Meade's, A Ride through the Disturbed Districts of New Zealand..., edited by his brother (2nd edition, London, 1871), pp.216ff. 
	It contains references to Brenchley and could be a copy of the original with gaps filled in later. 

The first section of the bundle covers the period 30 July to 10 August 1865 in Fiji and Aneiteum in the New Hebrides. It is paginated 50-76 (26pp.) 
The second section of the bundle is labelled 6 and contains a lengthy account of the famous punitive action on 11 August involving the missionary J.G. Paton at Tanna. It is paginated 77-94 (17pp.).
The second [sic] section or bundle is labelled 7 and paginated 95-108 (13 pages).]

Z7-Bundle 4
[Bundle 4 begins with section or bundle labelled 1 and in same correcting hand as previous bundle. The contents indicate that this is the original diary kept by Lieutenant the Hon. Herbert Meade on board the Curacoa though it differs from the published version contained in A Ride through the Disturbed Districts of New Zealand..., edited by his brother (2nd edition, London, 1871), pp.171-204. It starts at Norfolk Island on 9 June 1865 and ends at Niue on 29 June. (24pp.) 
	The second section or bundle labelled 2 covers the first few days of July 1865 in Niue and Samoa. Paginated 25-39 (14pp.). 

The third section or bundle labelled 3 continues the journal in Samoa during the first week of July 1865. Paginated 40-49. One page appears to be missing. Some of the material has been scored out as if not wanted for publication. 
The fourth section or bundle labelled 4 continues the journal in Samoa and Tonga from 6 July to 17 July 1865. Paginated 50-70 (20pp.).]

Z8
Name tag, “Amarullus Rutilaus”. [Reference to Ysabel Island, Solomon Islands.] (1 doc.)
c.1840 sic
Z10
Pages from journal of a tour [in the Pacific]. [Reference to Dillon’s bay, Erromanga.]
c.1850 sic
Z11
Journal of a tour with botanical observations in the Pacific. (1 small vol.)
c.1850 sic
Z14
Pencil note re sandal wood on South Sea Islands (1 doc). [Label for ‘Sandal wood dress’. Brenchley adds that he does not know ‘from what island?’]
c.1850 sic
Z15
Brief note apparently on Solomon islands. [Label.] (1 doc.)
c.1850 sic
Z17
Notes apparently for chapter headings, tour in the Pacific. [Probably list of illustrations or exhibits, involving cross referencing, for one of his publications.] (1 doc.)
c.1850 sic
Z18
Brief social note, perhaps of Pacific island. [Brief extract on teacher from Pacific voyage.] (1 doc.)
c.1850 sic
Z19
Cryptic notes. [?financial or scientific, on Pacific.]  [Dated Julai 24, 1851. Page of accounts or wage sheet with list of Island names and dollar amounts.]
c. 1850 [1851]
Z21
Journal of a tour from Auckland to Taranaki, New Zealand, 1849-1850, by the Governor General [pencil]. (1 small vol.) [This appears to be notes from Journal of an Expedition overland from Auckland to Taranaki, by way of Rotorua, Taupo and the West coast, undertaken in the summer of 1849-1850, by his Excellency the Governor in Chief of New Zealand. Auckland, printed by Williamson & Wilson, 1851.]
1851
Z22
Brief notes, possibly scientific, for islands in the pacific. (1 doc.) [Another page of Z19 also dated Julai 24, 1851, with dollars amounts.]
1851
Z24
Biological notes for Pacific Islands, including Solomons. (21 docs.) [Further labels for specimens from the Pacific mostly fish, crabs, palolo, water snakes, land shells, and numerous lizards from Samoa, Tonga, Niue, New Caledonia, New Hebrides, and the Solomon islands, all collected in 1865.]
1865
Z 26
Barometric readings and scientific observations at Port de France, Nouvelle Calédonie, in French, and in envelope addressed to ‘Monsieur Julius L. Brenchley’.] [Notes sue les Ouragans à la Nouvelle Calédonie – barometric readings for 4 and 5 Mars 1865 and 25 Feb 1864.]
1865
*		*		*



 




