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Sixty-five years after Berlin fell to the Red Army, effectively ending World War Two in the European strategic theatre, the 
unprecedented four-year “war within the war” on the Eastern Front is still perceived as a historical event of secondary 
strategic significance. This is the case, even though it profoundly changed the understanding of the causes of war in Europe, 
and led to the demise of the Third Reich. 
 
In fact, the Eastern Front (known to the Russians as the Great Patriotic War of 1941-45) highlighted trends and issues which 
reflected the nature of East-West relations over the next fifty years. Some of those trends continue today. 
 
This presentation will review the Soviet WWII role and critically examine trends that reflected broader East-West strategic 
power plays. The talk will offer an opportunity to re-assess current strategic relations of major powers, particularly Russian 
and the United States, as well as patters of contemporary and future conflicts. 
 
Alexey D. Muraviev is a strategic affairs analyst and an award-winning lecturer in International Relations and Strategic 
Studies in the School of Social Sciences and Asian Languages at Curtin University of Technology. 
 
He has over 40 publications on matters of national and international security, including two books (one co-authored) and two 
research monographs. His research interests include problems of modern maritime power, contemporary defence and strategic 
policy, Russian strategic and defence policy, Russia as a Pacific power, transnational terrorism, Australian national security.  
 
Dr Muraviev is a member of the Australian Member Committee, the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific 
region (AUS-CSCAP), member of Russia-NATO Experts Group, research fellow at the University of Melbourne, reviewer of 
Military Balance, member of the Research Network for a Secure Australia, member of the Australian Institute of International 
Affairs (W.A. branch) and a member of the Royal United Services Institute of Western Australia and other organisations and 
think tanks. He was nominated by the Australian Research Council (ARC) College of Experts as an “expert of international 
standing” in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010. He advises state and federal governments on foreign policy and national security 
matters, consults with relevant security agencies, and frequently appears in national and international media.  
 
This seminar is open to the public, a RSVP is not required. For further enquiries please contact: 
 
Lachlan McGoldrick 
E: lachlan.mcgoldrick@anu.edu.au 
T: 02 6125 9931  
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