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Good afternoon everyone and thank you for the opportunity to talk to you about my short, by very fulfilling, volunteering experience in the Solomons.
In summary I was in Honiara in May and June last year on a stint that I funded and organised myself; mainly working at the Broadcasting Corporation but also doing a little work at the National Archives and spending many rewarding hours acquiring collection material for this library, the National Library of Australia.
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My experience started with the offer of free accommodation with family in the Sols. So I arranged for long service leave from my position here in the IT Division of the National Library and gained a leave pass from husband and family for a few months. I decided to draw on skills and experience from an earlier stage in my career working with archives and manuscript collections.
Next I called on the amazing, generous, knowledgeable archives community. I started with chats over coffee here in Canberra and I must at this point acknowledge the wonderful support of Joanna Sassoon from PAMBU who sent many emails on my behalf. I contacted archivists and academics in various parts of Australia, as well as in New Zealand, Singapore and the US.
I came to understand that flexibility was the most important aspect of all these negotiations. Therefore I was well prepared to accept my fate. If none of my volunteering plans came to fruition I would have to accept an alternative and perhaps spend two months on a beach somewhere, alternating between reading, snorkeling or learning to fish.
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My plans did fall into place and I spent a wonderful 7 weeks or so volunteering at the Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation arranging, describing and rehousing their corporate archive.
The SIBC is the equivalent of our ABC. It is the national broadcaster – with radio only, not TV yet or iView etc. Since my time there they have launched a very impressive news website which I highly recommend to anyone interested in Sols current affairs.
The Broadcasting Corporation commenced after the Second World War and the records I dealt with date from the 1960s. Until relatively recently, and still in many parts of the country, it is the principal communication media especially important for weather reports and during times of natural disasters. 
The Corporation has a staff of some 50 reporters, presenters, technicians, admin and other staff. I was privileged to work with Salei Rukasi the long standing and high respected head of the Library and her team of Thelma and Lincoln. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to undertake training and mentoring with Thelma as she came down with dengue fever the week after I started. However, as so often is the way in the Sols, she did come to my farewell afternoon tea although she was still very unwell.
The SIBC headquarters building, although not very impressive from the outside, does have the best lunch/talk story area in the leaf hunt in the centre of the building – better than any tea room anywhere. 
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At the back of the main building is a small ‘shed’ housing the Corporation’s archives. This was my volunteering place of work. The room was without electricity and therefore air conditioning but it was on a raised concrete slab and with no creek nearby prone to flooding like the National Archives. The walls were lined with shelves and the room itself very secure with no windows. The records were mainly in good condition with the usual array of critters alive and dead, water damage to some files and signs of rust on most metal clips.
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The records were either loose, in bundles or in cartons. You may be able to just make our here a copy of the classification schema – the most recent of two I finally worked out. Salei is occasionally called upon to retrieve files for staff and thanks to her amazing corporate knowledge and perseverance she was usually able to oblige.
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With the assistance of Salei and her staff, I was able to arrange, list and rehouse some 100 boxes of Headquarters files and National News Bulletins. The remaining records in the storeroom were mainly financial and personnel files of less value for long term retention. There were also cartons of government publications and bound volumes of the Solomon Star which Salei planned to deal with separately.
The management files contain correspondence, reports, program scripts, meeting minutes, press releases etc. They cover subjects such as broadcasting policies, training, religious programming, sports, staff amenities, project management and relations with media organisations overseas. The bulk of the files are from the 1970s, 80s and 90s. 
One of the benefits of my project is I hope a greater emphasis, and even confidence in, good records management procedures in the organisation. There was certainly discussion of the need for electronic file management when I was there.
Unlike other government authorities, SIBC has another archive challenge in their a/v collection. For many years the Corporation has been a centre for promotion of Solomon’s music and they house many unique recordings by local artists. The challenge is not only storage in terms of moving from analogue to digital but also in introducing collection management systems to handle descriptive and technical metadata as well as location and delivery requirements. SOLMAS, a project funded by the ABC was unfortunately wound up while I was there before in-roads could be made in this very important area. 
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A deal breaker in the success of my project was the availability of appropriate stores. The National Library of Australia donated cartons of archive boxes, acid free wallets, plastic bags & paper clips, archival tape, box labels etc. Not only did it enable us to get files etc away from dust and insects but I really can’t imagine how I could have sorted, arranged and listed the archive in the confined space we had without labeled boxes and folders. 
It was also a fun time for us as we laughed over ill made boxes and folders and spent way too much time on the box label template.
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Finally I would like to raise awareness of one particular series in the SIBC’s archive and this is the National News Bulletins which are excellent candidates for a digitisation project. These are the typed scripts read by the newsreaders presenting the 6pm radio bulletins. 
In the SIBC archive are the transcripts from every day in the period 1991 to 1998. The National Archives houses the bulletins for the previous 10 years ie from 1980. The Bulletins contain local news (no international news or advertising fillers) with subjects including elections, court matters, education, development plans, unions, fishing and cross border activities. This is wonderful original resource for many Pacific study disciplines.
I estimate for the almost 20 year period there are about 10,000 single sided pages perfect for scanning and OCR over the text. We removed all the rusty staples and arranged the monthly bundles in their correct chronological order, so minimal preparation would be required as part of a digitisation project.  Metadata requirements could also be easily met as each bulletin commences with news headlines outlining the subject of each story.
This is archives gold just waiting for a funding opportunity I suggest. However I do acknowledge there are challenges beyond the mechanics of the scanning to do with intellectual ownership, delivery of the scans etc.
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In conclusion can I invite you, after our presentations, to look over some of the items I acquired for the National Library’s collection which Anya has kindly retrieved from the book and ephemera stacks for you to look at today.
Thank you tumas.
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