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The aim of PMB

Help with long-term 

preservation of the 

documentary 

heritage of the Pacific 

Islands and to make it 

accessible.





The work of the 

Bureau
• Arrange, lists and 

copies archives

• Provide access

• Provide support to 

researchers

• Supports archives 

and libraries in the 

Pacific Islands

Church of Melanesia archives in Santo, 

Vanuatu, 2012



Vulnerable 

documents



Who uses the PMB collections?

Off to set his fish trap, PMB Photo 1, Lida Tonkin 

Sr. collection, New Britain, Papua New Guinea

Goroka Show Poster: Poster 

advertising the Goroka show 1968, 

PMB MS 1246/42.



Moving from microfilm to digital

Over 4000 reels of microfilm

Digitising the Marshall Islands 

Journal, Majuro, May 2016
PMB master negative microfilm 

collection in a cool store



Provenance

Original order

Archives 101

Thinking like an archivist 

in the digital age

CROZIER, Dorothy. Tonga Social Services Survey, 

May 1950-May 1951, PMB Photo 3.



Digitising archives - manuscripts

Survey and list

Digitise – TIFF files

Process images

Merge images into 
PDF

OCR and split PDF

Upload listing to 
online catalogue

Attach digital files 
to online catalogue

Digitally repatriate 
the files to the 

owner or custodian 
of the collection



Appraising and organising

Surveying the Catholic Bishops 

Conference papers in Papua New 

Guinea, 2014.



Hierachies and listing



Digitisation equipment and 

software



Process the images



Create a PDF

The Marshall Islands Journal, PMB Doc 543



Upload to the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau catalogue











Digital repatriation back to owners of 

collections in the Pacific Islands



Digitising archives - photographs

Survey and list

Digitise – RAW files

Process images

Create derivatives 
for web delivery

Upload listing to 
online catalogue

Attach digital files 
to online catalogue

Digitally repatriate 
the files to the 

owner or custodian 
of the collection



The Archives of the Presbyterian 

Research Centre, Dunedin, N.Z.



Erromango women, Milne, W.V. New Hebrides Mission 

photograph album, 1903-1935, PMB Photo 81_062



Putting the roof on, Epi

New Hebrides Mission photograph album, 1889-1909

Foreign Missions Committee, PMB Photo 82_059





Views of life and work in New Hebrides, P.W.M.U, Dunedin, ‘09.





Digitising archives - microfilm





Issues we face

• Work-flows are time consuming.
• Presenting archives in context.
• Who “owns” an archive or the knowledge in 

it?  
• Who should have access to digitised archives?
• Promoting the Bureau’s collections to Pacific 

Islanders



Issues we face

How to capture “new types” of collections?



Success stories

The Pambu poster in the USP 

library, Marshall Islands

I just like this picture of the chicken pecking 

at the coconut with the sun shining through 

the tree. It was included to make you smile 

and it represents good things ahead!



Partnerships with colleagues in 

the islands 

Sharing knowledge on 

how to digitise

Sharing collections 

across platforms

Working together to 

increase access

The future is exciting

Reef near Pohnpei



Thank you!

I welcome 

reference 

enquiries about 

Pacific 

documentation and 

suggestions for 

copying projects 


