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'"WONDERFUL' ISLANDS TALES WERE
WRITTEN AT THE URGING OF R.L.S.

Two evocative and exciting novels about the South Sea
Islands, which were written at the suggestion of the celebrated
novelist Robert Louis Stevenson, are among a number of unpublished
literary items that have been lent to the Pacific Manuscripts
Bureau recently for cgpying.

The Bureau is part of the Research School of Pacific
Studies, Australian National University, Canberra. Its purpose
is to locate unpublished documents of value concerning the
Pacific Islands and obtain copies of them for four world libraries
specialising in Pacific research. The four libraries are the
National Libraries of Australia and New Zealand; the Mitchell
Library, Sydney; and the Library of the Universitygof Hawaii,
Honolulu. 5

The two novels which the Bureau has recently received on
loan for copying are the work of the late Harry J. Moors, an
American, of Apia, Western Samoa.

Moors died in Samoa in March 1926 after more than 40 years
in the islands. He was the author of a lively book of reminiscences
entitled With Stevenson in Samoa (Boston, 1910).

Moors' book describes how Stevenson urged him to write
down some of the 'wonderful stories' about his early career that he
had related to Stevenson.

The book also tells how, shortly before Stevenson's death
in 1894, Moors and Stevenson had planned to go to uninhabited Nassau
-Island, which Moors owned, so they could both do some serious writing,
undisturbed.



Moors was one of the leading businessmen and planters
in Apia when Stevenson first arrived there in December 1889 . He was
closely associated with the novelist throughout his five-year sojourn
in Samoa.

Born in Detroit in 1854, Moors first went to Samoa in 1875,
probably as a supercargo of a ship trading out of San Francisco.

After a second visit to Samoa in 1878, he entered the
service of the Government of Hawaii (then an independent kingdom)
and worked as an agent for the Board of Immigration. 1In that capacity,
he made several voyages to the Marshall and Gilbert Islands to recruit
labourers for Hawaii's sugar plantations.

The Marshalls and Gilberts in those days were raw, lawless
places, where fierce islanders frequently fought each other, and
picturesque and ruffianly European beachcombers were commonplace.

Moors had a number of adventures in these islands. Then,
in 1883, he went to Samoa again, married a part-Samoan girl, and
settled down.

In 1884, he established a wholesale and retail business
in Apia with one, E.A. Crevsmuhl; and two years later, he set up
in business on his own account. By the time Stevenson arrived in
Apia, Moors was a prosperous man and a leading figure in the local
business and planting world.

Having been forewarned of the famous novelist's arrival
in Samoa, Moors made a point of meeting him and his entourage -
partly, no doubt, with an eye to business - as soon as Stevenson's
chartered schooner Equatorl dropped anchor in Apia harbour.

"At that time,' Moors recalled in With Stevenson in Samoa,
'there was but one hotel in Apia, and as it badly needed to be
"under new management," I invited the party...to stay at my house.
This was the beginning of a long acquaintance.'

Moors said that after the Stevensons had stayed with him
for some time, they rented a small cottage nearby; but even then
the novelist still spent a large part of his time at his house.

'‘0ften during the fine evenings,' Moors wrote, "he would
sit on my balcony facing the moonlit sea; and he would relate in
his most engaging way some of his experiences and adventures to

. castward in the Marquesas and Tahiti groups, and then carry me with
A him in a dissertation on the wildly savage Gilberts. I was familiar
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