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WHEN VULCAN ISLAND
BLEW ITS TOP

'On Frlday the 28th when I was typing in the office
we had the most severe earthquake at 20 minutes past 1,
followed by strong tremours for about half an hour. Nothing
happened then in Rabaul, only Furter's house in Karavia
collapsed.

'Everything was quiet until Saturday morning,
5 o'clock. From then we had severe quakes every 2 minutes
with underground noises like rolling thunder. We all worked
but I closed works & office at 11 o'clock, we were all too:
nervous.

'After lunch I worked in my private office preparing
the monthly account for June when, at 3 o'clock, I saw natives
running. I went to the end of the verandah & saw huge columns
of dense smoke rising in the air.

'I got the car ready and left with Kirchner with
the intention to go to the North Coast if necessary. We
saw a lot of people on the old Lloyd wharf & went there too.

"It was a terrifying sight; a crater had been formed
on Vulcan Island and smoke rose to a great height, thunder
& lightning in the air. The water in the harbour started
running backwards & forwards with hissing noises.

'We were all mesmerised, but soon realising our
danger, everybody fled in their cars.

'I saw that it would be impossible to reach the
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North Coast as the smoke came towards the old tunnel. So
I turned back and we went to Namanula....

'Without any warning great black columns of dense
smoke came on top of us like a whirling mass. I then thought
that our end had come; we all passed through a ghastly time.
It only lasted about half an hour of pitch black darkness. My
eyes were full of ashes, we crawled up to Namanula Hospital
where I stayed all night, no sleep, the thunder & lightning
were frightful....' '

The foregoing paragraphs from a letter written in
Rabaul on 8 June 1937 give a vivid idea of the drama that
occurred in that tropical outpost during the volcanic eruptions
of that year which caused the loss of several lives and the
complete evacuation of the town.

The letter was written by J. Hoogerwerff, the manager
of the Rabaul Printing Works, to his employer J.B.O. Mouton,
who then lived in Sydney. It is one of a long series of
letters from Hoogerwerff to Mouton covering the period,

29 March 1936-11 February 1942, which has come down the years.

The last letter was written a few days after
Hoogerwerff was captured by the Japanese. He lost his life
a few months later when the Japanese ship Montevideo Maru
was sunk by an Allied torpedo while conveying the civilian
population of Rabaul to Japan.

The Hoogerwerff-Mouton correspondence forms part of
an extensive collection of documents that has recently been
microfilmed for the nineteen sponsoring libraries of the Papua
New Guinea Records Project (see Pambu No. 30, pp.1-2).

Other documents in the collection include a manuscript
entitled 'Memories of J.B.O. Mouton,' correspondence between
the Rabaul Printing Works and a Hamburg firm from 1919 to
1926, and balance sheets of the Rabaul Printing Works from
1929 to 1938.




Mouton's 'Memories' throw some further light on
the notorious Marquis de Rays expedition of a century ago,
as Mouton, himself, was one of the members of that ill-fated
expedition which attempted to found a settlement on the
fever-ridden shores of New Ireland.

Some of the other papers will be useful to historians
in reconstructing the pre-war history of Rabaul, for it was
at the Rabaul Printing Works that the former Rabaul Times
was published.

Mouton died in Sydney in 1946 at the age of 78.
His papers were generously made available for microfilming
by Mrs W.D. Sturrock, of Mosmon, N.S.W., a niece of Mouton's
third wife. ‘

, Other documents that have already been microfilmed
under the Papua New Guinea Records Project are:

* Miscellaneous papers, 1942-66 of the late Gordon
Thomas, editor of the pre-war Rabaul Times and
a commentator on New Guinea affairs from the end
of the war until his death in 1966,

* Diaries and other papers of the Rev. Samuel Benjamin
Fellows, a Methodist missionary in the D'Entrecasteaux
Islands. (The diaries, etc. cover the period from
1883 to 1900.)

* Patrol and other reports of Mr Ian F.G. Downs, who
joined the District Services Department of the
Territory of New Guinea in 1936 and served as a
patrol officer, district officer and district
commissioner until he resigned from the Administration
in 1956 to take up coffee planting. The patrol
reports cover patrols in the Morobe, Madang and
New Ireland districts from 1936 to 1949.  There is
also a series of reports on the chimbu sub-district
for 1939-40.

MICROFILMING PROJECT
IN TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT

With the approval and permission of Mr D.0O. Hay,
Secretary of the Department of External Territories in
Canberra, the PMB recently embarked on a big microfilming
project in that department which should yield a wealth of
material of value to historians.

The purpbse of the project is to obtain microfilm




copies of a variety of scarce items in the departmental llbrary
before the department ceases to exist in December this year
when Papua New Guinea attains self-government. So far, no
decision has been made on the ultimate disposition of the
library.

Among the manuscript and typescript documents that
have so far been microfilmed are: Minutes of the Executive
Council of Papua for 1907-14; and a 'Report on the Salient
Geological Features and Natural Resources of the New Guinea
Territory' by the late Evan R. Stanley (1922). The printed
material includes: debates of the pre-war Legislative
Councils of Papua and New Guinea; a report on oil exploration
work in Papua and New Guinea prepared by the Anglo-Persian
Oil Company in 1920-29; press statements, addresses, speeches,
etc., of the Minister of Territories from 1949 to 1973; a
complete file of the Papua and New Guinea Newsletter issued
by the Department of Territories from April 1967 to June
1973; the pre~-war annual reports on Papua and on New Guinea;
etc. etc.

A full list of the latest additions to the Bureau's
microfilm library is given on the last three pages of this
newsletter.

USEFUL SUPPLEMENT
TO NEW ENGLAND MICROFILMS

A recently-published compilation of 131 pages
entitled 'Yankee Maritime Activities and the Early History
of Australia' should prove to be a useful research tool for
users of the 200-odd reels of microfilm obtained by the
Bureau in 1970 under its New England Microfilming Project.

The compilation is the work of Dr Nigel Wace,
Senior Fellow in the Department of Blogeography and
Geomorphology at the Australian National Unlver51ty, and of
Mrs Bessie Lovett, until recently Librarian, South Pacific
Commission, Noumea.

Its purpose is to describe the nature and whereabouts
of material relating to American contacts with Australia down
to the year 1850, and to provide finding aids to it. As
many of the ships dealt with visited the Pacific Islands, the
book is of considerable value to Pacific scholars.

The book beglns w1th an account of American tradlng,
sealing and whaling activities in the Southern Ocean to 1850.
This is followed by a description of the museums and other
institutions in New England, U.S.A., which house such material




as ships' logbooks and journals covering voyages to the
Southern Ocean, the private correspondence of officers
and crews, and the commercial and legal papers of
shipowners, etc.’

The third and lorgest section in the book is a table
of American vessels which visited southern Australian
coasts to 1850. The table lists the vessels alphabetically,
and gives such details as hailing port, date of voyage,
master, owner or agent, and places visited. In addition,
there is a guide to references to the ships in Alexander
Starbuck's History of the American Whale Fishing from its
Earliest Inception to the vear 1876 (Washington, 1878),

J.S. Cumpston's Shipping Arrivals and Departures, Sydney
1788-1825 (Canberra, 1964).and to other such works. Among
the latter is the Bureau's Provisional Indexes to Logbooks
and Other Material Copied on Mie¢rofilms PMB. 200=PMB 302.
(Unfortunately, a similar index covering logbooks copied
on films PMB 304-PMB 400 appeared after the manuscript of
Dr Wace and Mrs Lovett had gone to press.)

Following the alphabetical list is an index to the
dates of visits to Australia of American ships; an index to
the places they visited in Australia; an index to the
names of their captains, owners and agents; and an index
to the hailing ports of the vessels.

In addition, there is a bibliography of works
cited in the text and table, which, in itself, is a handy
guide to the literature on American maritime activities
in the. Southern Seas.

The book is offset printed from typescript. -
Copies are available from the Australian National University
Press at $4.50 Australian currency.

$21,000 PAID FOR
WHALING LOGBOOK

What is believed to be a world record price for a
whaling journal, $US21,000, was paid recently for a Nantucket
whaler's account of a voyage in 1850 to the South Pacific.

The logbook in question was kept by William A.
Folger on his voyage to the Pacific in 1850 in the ship
Monticello. ;

A microfilm of it was made in 1970 by Dr John
Cumpston when he went to New England as director of the
Bureau's New England Microfilming Project. The log appears
on film PMB 227.




ADDITIONS TO PMB 'LIBRARY'

Film No.
PMB 600
PMB 601
PMB 602

PMB 603
(2 reels)

PMB 604
PMB 605
(4 reels)

PMB 606

PMB 607

PMB 608

PMB DOC.
300

PMB DOC.
301

PMB DOC.
302

PMB DOC.
303

Title
THOMAS, Gordon - Miscellaneous Papers, 1942-66
FELLOWS,_Bgy. Samuel Benjamin - Paperé, 1883—1900
WOODMAN, Harold Eustace - Papers (in preparation)

MOUTON, J.B.0. - Personal and Business Papers,
1911-48 : :

TERRITORY OF PAPUA: = Executive Council -
Minutes, 1907-14 :

RESTRICTED
STANLEY, Evan R. - Report on the Salient
Geological Features and Natural Resources of
the New Guinea Territory (1922)

DOWNS, I.F.G. - Patrol and Other Reports, 1936-49

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA - Miscellaﬁeous
Typescript Reports, 1952-59

Rk RRhRkE

TERRITORY OF PAPUA: Legislative Council -
Debates, 1920-41 (incomplete)

TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA: Legislative Council -
Debates, 1934-41 (incomplete) :

ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COMPANY - 'Oil Exploration
Work in Papua and New Guinea', 1920-29

PAPUA: Anthropological Reports - by W.E.

Armstrong ('The Suau-Tawala...'); by F.E.
Williams ('The Collection of Curios and the
Preservation of Native Culture'; and 'The

Vailala Madness and the Destruction of Native
Ceremonies in the Gulf Division'); and by

A.P. Lyons ('Animistic and Other Spiritualistic
Beliefs of the Bina Tribe, Western Papua')
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'Without any warning great black columns of dense
smoke came on top of us like a whirling mass. I then thought
that our end had come; we all passed through a ghastly time.
It only lasted about half an hour of pitch black darkness. My
eyes were full of ashes, we crawled up to Namanula Hospital
where I stayed all night, no sleep, the thunder & lightning
were frightful....’ '

The foregoing paragraphs from a letter written in
Rabaul on 8 June 1937 give a vivid idea of the drama that
occurred in that tropical outpost during the volcanic eruptions
of that year which caused the loss of several lives and the
complete evacuation of the town.

The letter was written by J. Hoogerwerff, the manager
of the Rabaul Printing Works, to his employer J.B.O. Mouton,
who then lived in Sydney. It is one of a long series of
letters from Hoogerwerff to Mouton covering the period,

29 March 1936-11 February 1942, which has come down the years.
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Hoogerwerff was captured by the Japanese. He lost his life
a few months later when the Japanese ship Montevideo Maru
was sunk by an Allied torpedo while conveying the civilian
population of Rabaul to Japan.

The Hoogerwerff-Mouton correspondence forms part of
an extensive collection of documents that has recently been
microfilmed for the nineteen sponsoring libraries of the Papua
New Guinea Records Project (see Pambu No. 30, pp.l1-2).

Other documents in the collection include a manuscript
entitled 'Memories of J.B.O. Mouton,' correspondence between
the Rabaul Printing Works and a Hamburg firm from 1919 to
1926, and balance sheets of the Rabaul Printing Works from
1929 to 1938.
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the notorious Marquis de Rays expedition of a century ago,
as Mouton, himself, was one of the members of that ill-fated
expedition which attempted to found a settlement on the
fever-ridden shores of New Ireland.

Some of the other papers will be useful to historians
in reconstructing the pre-war history of Rabaul, for it was
at the Rabaul Printing Works that the former Rabaul Times
was published,

Mouton died in Sydney in 1946 at the age of 78,
His papers were generously made available for microfilming
by Mrs W.D. Sturrock, of Mosmon, N.S.W., a niece of Mouton's
third wife.

_ Other documents that have already been microfilmed
under the Papua New Guinea Records Project are:

bl Miscellaneous papers, 1942-66 of the late Gordon
Thomas, editor of the pre-war Rabaul Times and
a commentator on New Guinea affairs from the end
of the war until his death in 1966.

* Diaries and other papers of the Rev. Samuel Benjamin
Fellows, a Methodist missionary in the D'Entrecasteaux
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reports cover patrols in the Morobe, Madang and
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With the approval and permission of Mr D.O. Hay,
Secretary of the Department of External Territories in
Canberra, the PMB recently embarked on a big microfilming
project in that department which should yield a wealth of
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copies of a variety of scarce items in the departmental library
before the department ceases to exist in December this year
when Papua New Guinea attains self-government. So far, no
decision has been made on the ultimate disposition of the
library. '

Among the manuscript and typescript documents that
have so far been microfilmed are: Minutes of the Executive
Council of Papua for 1907-14; and a 'Report on the Salient
Geological Features and Natural Resources of the New Guinea
Territory' by the late Evan R. Stanley (1922). The printed
material includes: debates of the pre-~war Legislative
Councils of Papua and New Guinea; a report on oil exploration
work in Papua and New Guinea prepared by the Anglo-Persian
Cil Company in 1920-29; press statements, addresses, speeches,
etc., of the Minister of Territories from 1949 to 1973; a
complete file of the Papua and New Guinea Newsletter issued
by the Department of Territories from April 1967 to June
1973; the pre~war annual reports on Papua and on New Guinea;
etc. etc.

A full list of the latest additions to the Bureau's
microfilm library is given on the last three pages of this
newsletter.

USEFUL SUPPLEMENT
TO ‘NEW ENGLAND MICROFILMS

A recently-published compilation of 131 pages
entitled 'Yankee Maritime Activities and the Early History
of Australia' should prove to be a useful research tool for
users of the 200-odd reels of microfilm obtained by the
Bureau in 1970 under its New England Microfilming Project.

The compilation is the work of Dr Nigel Wace,
Senior Fellow in the Department of Biogeography and
Geomorphology at the Australian National University, and of
Mrs Bessie Lovett, until recently Librarian, South Pacific
Commission, Noumea.

Its purpose is to describe the nature and whereabouts
of material relating to American contacts with Australia down
to the year 1850, and to provide finding aids to it. As
many of the ships dealt with visited the Pacific Islands, the
book is of considerable value to Pacific scholars.

The book begins with an account of American trading,
sealing and whaling activities in the Southern Ocean to 1850.
This is followed by a description of the museums and other
institutions in New England, U.S.A., which house such material




as ships' logbooks and journals covering voyages to the
Southern Ocean, the private correspondence of officers
and crews, and the commercial and legal papers of
shipowners, etcé.

The third and longest section in the book is a table
of American vessels which visited southern Australian
coasts to 1850. The table lists the vessels alphabetically,
and gives such details as hailing port, date of voyage,
master, owner or agent, and places visited. 1In addition,
there is a guide to references to the ships in Alexander
Starbuck's History of the American Whale Fishing from its
Farliest Inception to the year 1876 (Washington, 1878),

J.S. Cumpston's Shipping Arrivals and Departures, Sydney
1788-1825 (Canberra, 1964) and to. other such works. Among
the latter is the Bureau's Provisional Indexes to Logbooks
and Other Material Copied on Microfilms PMB 200-PMB 302.
(Unfortunately, a similar index covering logbooks copied
on films PMB 304-PMB 400 appeared after the manuscript of
Dr Wace and Mrs Lovett had gone to press.)

Following the alphabetical list is an index to the
dates of visits to Australia of American ships; an index to
the places they visited in Australia; an index to the
names of their captains, owners and agents; and an index
to the hailing ports of the vessels.

In addition, there is a bibliography of works
cited in the text and table, which, in itself, is a handy
guide to the literature on American maritime activities
in the Southern Seas.

The book is offset printed from typescript.
Copies are available from the Australian National University
Press at $4.50 Australian currency.

$21,000 PAID FOR
WHALING LOGBOOK

What is believed to be a world record price for a
whaling journal, $US21,000, was paid recently for a Nantucket
whaler's account of a voyage in 1850 to the South Pacific.

The logbook in question was kept by William A.
Folger on his voyage to the Pacific in 1850 in the ship
Monticello.

A microfilm of it was made in 1970 by Dr John
Cumpston when he went to New England as director of the
Bureau's New England Microfilming Project. The log appears
on film PMB 227.
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FELLOWS,_EQX. Samuel Benjamin - Papers, 1883-1900
WOODMAN, Harold Eustace - Papers (in preparaﬁion)
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