
 
 

Pacific Manuscripts Bureau titles documenting Bougainville 
 
See PMB online database catalogue at https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/catalogue/index.php for 
information sheets and detailed reel lists of microfilmed documents. The keywords used to search the 
PMB on-line database for this finding aid were Bougainville and North% Solomon%. 
 
AU PMB DOC 304 
Title: Chinnery E.W.P. Anthropological reports 
Date(s): 1925 (Creation) 
Level of description: Collection 
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 
Name of creator: Chinnery, E.W.P. 
Scope and content: 
Chinnery joined the Papuan service in 1909 and served as a magistrate from 1911 until 1921 with a break for 
war service with the Australian Flying Corps. He later worked as adviser on labour to New Guinea Copper Mines 
and joined the mandated territory public service as Government Anthropologist in 1924. He was also Director of 
District Services and Native Affairs from 1932 until 1938 when he became Director of Native Affairs in the 
Northern Territory. He retired in 1946. 5 printed reports of uncertain date i.e.: 1. Notes on the Natives of 
Certain Villages of the Mandated Territory of New Guines (c.1925). 2. Notes on the Natives of E. Mera and St 
Mathias (c.1925). 3. Certain Natives in south New Britain and Dampier Straits (c.1926). 4. Natives of the Waria, 
Williams and Bialolo Watersheds (c.1928). 5. Notes on the Natives of South Bougainville and Mortlocks (Taku) 
(c.1930). 
Conditions governing access: Available for reference 
Existence and location of originals: Sponsors PNG Records Project 
Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the Bureau 
directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
 
 
AU PMB DOC 432 
Title: Bougainville Transitional Government & Papua New Guinea Government newsletters and related papers 
re the Bougainville Crisis 
Date(s): 1992 (Creation) 
Level of description: Collection 
Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 
Name of creator: Bougainville Transitional Government & Papua New Guinea Government Newsletters and 
related papers re the Bougainville crisis 
Scope and content: 
See Finding aids for details. 
Conditions governing access: Available for reference 
Existence and location of originals: Dr Anthony Regan, Division of Political and Social Change, RSPAS 
Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the Bureau 
directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB DOC 473 

Title: Lemankoa 1920-1980: A study of the effects of health care interventions on the people of a 
pre-industrial village in North Solomons Province, Papua New Guinea, Master of Public Health thesis, 
University of Sydney, Oct 1983, together with other papers by Dr Scragg. 

Date(s): 1971 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Roy Frederick Rhodes Scragg 

Scope and content: 

Professor Roy R.F. Scragg was a former Director of the Department of Public Health in the Territory of 
Papua and New Guinea and was the first editor of the Papua New Guinea Medical Journal. • Roy 
Frederick Rhodes SCRAGG, Lemankoa 1920-1980: A study of the effects of health care interventions 
on the people of a pre-industrial village in North Solomons Province, Papua New Guinea, a thesis 
submitted for the degree of Master of Public Health, University of Sydney, Oct 1983; Ts., 55pp., plus 
tables, illustrations and appendices. • R.F.R. Scragg, The Eyes of the Crocodile: Inaugural Lecture by 
Dr Scragg, Foundation Professor of Social and Preventive Medicine, University of Papua New Guinea, 
14 Oct 1971; Port Moresby, UPNG, 16pp. • Roy Scragg, M.D., ‘Historical Epidemiology in Papua New 
Guinea’, Papua New Guinea Medical Journal, Vol.20, No.3, Sep 1977; pp.102-109. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB DOC 533 

Title: Publications of the Pacific Concerns Resource Center, Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific 
Movement, and associated organisations 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 8 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: MacLellan, Nic 

Scope and content: 

The Pacific Concerns Resource Center was the secretariat of the Nuclear Free and Independent 
Pacific Movement. The first conference of the Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific Movement was 
held in Suva in April 1975. The Pacific Concerns Resource Center published several documents 
relating to a nuclear free and independent Pacific, including Pacific news bulletin, a monthly journal 
first published in Sydney, and from 1999, in Suva. Issues and countries it covered include 
decolonisation and self-determination struggles, the environment and sustainable development, 
indigenous rights, sovereignty and land rights, demilitarisation and anti-nuclear campaigns, 
intellectual property rights for indigenous peoples, East Timor, West Papua, Bougainville, Kanaky, Te 
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Ao Maohi and the Philippines. Other documents filmed include: Pacific Concerns Resource Centre 
annual report (1999-2004); Canberra Kanaky bulletin (1985-1986), edited by Barry and Dorothy 
Shineberg; Kanaky update: towards New Caledonian independence (1984-1989), edited by George 
Tieman and Reverend Dick Wooton; Nuclear free Pacific news (1982-1983); Pacific Concerns 
Resource Center bulletin (1981-1985); and, Pacific news (later title: Pacific news bulletin) (1983-
2004). The collection also includes: To'ere: no te tiamaraa, a private newspaper published weekly in 
Faa'a, Tahiti, and edited by Claude Marere from 2002-2006; and, Independence and sovereignty for 
Te Ao Maohi (French Polynesia), translated by Nic MacLellan and published in Faa'a, Tahiti in 1997. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Person: Nic MacLellan Address: Victoria Country: Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

Note: The University of Hawaii at Manoa Library does not hold these microfilms. 

 

AU PMB DOC 537 

Title: Solomon Islands Forestry reports and papers 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 180 volumes 

Name of creator: Bennett, Judith 

Scope and content: 

This collection includes printed papers and reports relating to forestry and logging in the Solomon 
Islands up until around 1999. They are mainly of a technical nature by specialist assessors, non-
Government organisations or governmental reviews. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

Existence and location of originals: Professor Judy Bennett, University of Otago, Dunedin, New 
Zealand. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB DOC 538 

Title: Papua New Guinea Cocoa Board Publications 

Date(s): 1979 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 92 volumes 

Scope and content: 
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The Cocoa Board of Papua New Guinea was first established under the Cocoa Act 1974 and was then 
known as the Cocoa Marketing Board of Papua New Guinea. The Act was revised in 1981 and the 
name changed to the Cocoa Board of Papua New Guinea. The main functions of the PNG Cocoa 
Board are to control and regulate the growing, processing, marketing and export of cocoa beans; 
establish price stabilization, price equalization and stockholding arrangements within the cocoa 
industry, promote the consumption of Papua New Guinea cocoa beans and cocoa products; promote 
research and development programmes for the benefit of the PNG cocoa industry; and carry out the 
obligations of the State under any international agreement relating to cocoa. The PNG Cocoa Board 
also collects statistics on PNG Cocoa production, documented PNG cocoa exports, researched 
international cocoa farming and production practices and distributed educational material to New 
Guinea farmers on best practice farming methods for cocoa production. The PNG Cocoa Board 
produced publications and booklets, often in English and Pidgin and sometimes Motu, on various 
aspects relating to cocoa production. This collection includes a selection of publications produced by 
the Papua New Guinea Cocoa Board (1979-1996). It includes Annual Reports (1979-1989), Board 
meeting papers (1985-1993), administrative, marketing and research papers (1982-1996), statistical 
reports (1990-1996), market reports (1992-1997), publications by the PNG Cocoa and Coconut 
Research Institute (1986-1992), manuals and reports from the Cocoa Quality Improvement Project 
(1987-1993) and other publications on cocoa production and distribution and PNG agriculture in 
general (1980-1993). PNG Cocoa most likely came from Samoa in the early 20th Century. In 1844 
Germany annexed New Guinea and took large numbers of New Guinea labourers to work on German 
plantations in Samoa. By 1900 there were well established shipping routes between Samoa and New 
Guinea. It is likely that a German company based in Samoa transported cocoa seedlings to New 
Guinea on the boats used for recruiting and returning New Guinea labourers. Cocoa was primarily 
grown on plantations until WWII in New Guinea. From the early 1950s cocoa was developed as a 
smallholder crop and a plantation cop. The most extensive early development was in the Gazelle 
Peninsula of New Britain. Other early cocoa plantations were in North Solomons and the Northern 
District (Oro Province). In the early 21st Century, cocoa continues to be the most important export 
cash crop of smallholder farmers in the wet lowlands. Over 90% of PNG cocoa is produced by 
smallholders. Many Papua New Guinea women participate in cocoa farming and production in PNG. 
Although PNG contributes less than 2% to the world cocoa market it has established an international 
reputation for quality, attracting 90% of a premium for fine and flavor cocoa. Resources: 
http://www.cocoaboard.org.pg/ 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB DOC 540 

Title: Land Use Reports 

Date(s): 1957 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: Digital PDF 

Name of creator: Department of Agriculture and Livestock, PNG 

http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php


Scope and content: 

729 land Use Reports, by various authors, relating to the Department of Agriculture and Livestock. 
See individual records for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: PNG Department of Agriculture and Livestock 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB DOC 542 

Title: Vanuatu : arrival of the Europeans: journal extracts of the first Europeans to visit Vanuatu: 
Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, 1606, to Vassily Golovnin, 1809 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 88 pages 

Name of creator: Field, Bob (editor) 

Scope and content: 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

 

AU PMB MS 4 

Title: Miscellaneous papers - Letters, church reports, mission history, journal 

Date(s): 1900 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Roman Catholic Church - North Solomon Islands 

Scope and content: 

The papers consist of: 1. A miscellaneous collection of 30 letters written between 1900 and 1936 by 
and to missionaries at Vunapope, Poporang, Koromira, Buka Passage, Mussou [Mussau], and 
Shortland. 2. Reports to the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda, Rome, on the history and progress 
of the Roman Catholic Church, North Solomons, dated 1921 to 1936. 3. A history of the Roman 
Catholic Mission at Buin, Bougainville, 1903-1916, by Father Francois Allotte. It is entitled 'Notice sur 
Buin'. 4. A daily journal kept by Father Jean-Baptiste Poncelet from May 24, 1937 to May 22, 1940 at 
Turiboiru, Buin, Bougainville. 5. An account by Father Maurice Boch of his arrival and early days in 
the Solomon Islands, April - June, 1908. Father Boch was stationed at Poporang. 6. A miscellaneous 
collection of documents comprising: A history of Koromira mission station, 1907-1923; a list of 
baptisms at Koromira, 1908-1924; a history of Choiseul, 1768-192?; a history of Choiseul, 1911-1927; 
a report of the Marist mission to the Committee of Inquiry into Mission Affairs, Keita, 1929; a resume 
of the Committee of Inquiry's report, n.d.; a history of Timbutz mission station. 7. Correspondence of 
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Father E.M. Babonneau, S.M., of Wainoni Bay, San Cristobal [Makira], 1915-1920. (Many of the 
letters have been damaged or partly destroyed). 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Archives of the Society of Mary (Marist Fathers), Rome 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 67 

Title: Articles on the Solomon Islands 

Date(s): 1350 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Metcalfe, John R. 

Scope and content: 

The Rev. John R. Metcalfe (1889-1970) was born in Yorkshire and served as a Methodist missionary in 
the Solomon Islands for 37 years. He served as a home missionary in Great Britain before moving to 
Victoria in 1914. He became a candidate for the Methodist ministry in 1916, and after being ordained 
was appointed to the Solomon Islands in 1920. After a brief period at Roviana, he was appointed to 
Choiseul as assistant to the Rev. V. LeC. Binet. Apart from four years at Teop, he remained on 
Choiseul until 1951. During the war, he served as a Coastwatcher. He became chairman of the 
Methodist Mission in the Solomons in 1951, a post he held until he retired to Australia in 1957. He 
continued to take an active interest in the mission until his death in 1970. A collection of 39 articles 
with the following titles: Lauru; The Three Brothers; Harry Raeno; Stephen Gandepeta; The Two 
Friends; Timothy Loe; Solomon Damusoe; Methodism in the Marovo; A Footnote to Rickenbacker; 
The Vurulata Senga Feud; Pioneering on Choiseul; The Gumi Family; Methodism on Guadalcanal; The 
Helena Goldie Hospital; The Melanesian Cargo Cult; Our Time at Teop; Osea Tambipunda; How the 
Lauruans met the Japanese; Thoughts on Etoism; Aola Methodism; San Marcos or Choiseul Island; 
The Fisherman who Got Lost; Sub-Hospital No.3; The Coming of the Uniform; The Coming of the 
Aeroplane; Christmas in the Battle Area; Broadcast at Honiara (8/4/51); How I Left Munda; The 
Methodist Church and the Development of North-East Bougainville; How the Japanese Descended on 
Lauru; The Beginning of the Kamanga Tribe; The Problem of the Tropical South Pacific; Co-operation 
in the Solomon Islands District; My Years as Chairman; Vangunu: The Tragedy at Egolo... Rendova; 
and three broadcasts made in August and September, 1943, entitled Readings from a Missionary's 
Diary. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Institution: State Library of New South Wales Address: 1 
Shakespeare Place, Sydney NSW 2000 Country: Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB MS 73 

Title: Miscellaneous papers 

Date(s): 1768 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: French Polynesia - History 

Scope and content: 

The 15 manuscript items on this microfilm were bought by the Territory of French Polynesia at an 
auction of Pacific manuscripts in Paris in June, 1969. They were formerly part of the Ropiteau-O'Reilly 
collection. The 15 items are: 1. A six-page account of Tahiti by Chenard de la Giraudais, commander 
of 'l'Etoile', the consort of Bougainville's ship 'La Boudeuse', which visited Tahiti in April, 1768. 2. 
Letter written in Tahiti on February 6, 1799, by the L.M.S. missionary John Harris. 3. Journal of the 
missionaries Henry Nott and James Elder describing a preaching tour, Tahiti in 1802. 4. Letter from 
King Pomare II to the L.M.S., London, dated January 1, 1807. 5. Journal kept by the missionaries 
William Henry and John Davies during a preaching tour on the island of Huahine in 1809. 6. Letter 
from Pomare II dated September 25, 1812, to the missionaries on Moorea informing them of his 
determination to abandon false gods and ancient rites against evil spirits. 7. Letter from the 
missionaries John Williams, L.E. Threlkeld and J.M. Orsmond from Raiatea to the L.M.S. in London, 
dated September 5, 1819. Collective report on affairs at the missions on Raiatea and Tahaa. 8. Letter 
from the missionary George Platt from Bora Bora, dated May 28, 1828, describing a visit to the island 
of Maupiti. 9. Letter from Queen Pomare IV and her second husband Ariifaaite to the missionary 
Henry Nott dated February 4, 1836, asking to be readmitted to church membership. 10. Letterbook 
(pp71) copies of 19 letters by George Pritchard, British Consul in Tahiti - November 26 1836 to 
February 15 1837. 11. May 11, 1846 letter from Queen Pomare IV at Raiatea to the directors, L.M.S., 
stating she would never live under the French protectorate. 12. 94-page report, 'Look Again, or a few 
observations on the affairs of Tahiti from 1845 to 1849 by an eye-witness' by Rev. J.M. Orsmond to 
President of France. 13. & 14. Letters from Queen Pomare IV to President of France (August 26, 
1851) re government of her country and French Governor (September 18, 1872) re funeral of her 
small daughter. 15. Account book 1877-1882 by Pomare V Tahiti's last king, d.1891 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Territory of French Polynesia, Papeete, Tahiti 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 80 

Title: Reports 

Date(s): 1918 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 
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Name of creator: Solomon Islands Methodist Mission 

Scope and content: 

These reports were among the papers of the Rev. John R. Metcalfe (1889-1970), a Methodist 
missionary in the Solomon Islands, mainly on Choiseul Island, from 1920 to 1957. See also PMB MS 
67 - 68 and 74 - 79. The reports are: 1. Statistics, Choiseul Circuit, 1918; 2. Annual reports, Choiseul 
Circuit, 1921-23, 1925, 1928, 1931, 1934-40, 1946-50 and 1952; 3. Annual reports, Bougainville and 
Buka Circuits, 1931-33; 4. Solomon Islands District Synod reports, 1951 and 1952. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Institution: State Library of New South Wales Address: 1 
Shakespeare Place, Sydney NSW 2000 Country: Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 512 

Title: Journals of voyages in the ships Ophelia and Packet 

Date(s): 1815 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Hill, Samuel 

Scope and content: 

At the beginning of 1815, Samuel Hill, a sea captain, calculated that he had lost $7,000 since the 
beginning of the war of 1812. To repair his fortunes, he undertook the command of the Ophelia on a 
speculative voyage from Boston to Chile, China and return. On his return, after an absence of 20 
months, he embarked almost immediately on a second and similar voyage in the Packet. On this 
voyage three trips were made from Chile to China. the Packet returned to Boston after a voyage of 
four years, eleven months and 24 days. Informative accounts of proceedings and places visited on 
the voyages outlined above. On the first voyage, Hill visited or sighted the following Pacific Islands: 
Juan Fernandez, Galapagos, Hawaii, Ebon Atoll, Aranuka (Gilbert Islands), Santa Ana and Bougainville 
(Solomons), New Britain, New Ireland, the Admiralty Islands and Mapia. The accounts of Hawaii, 
Bougainville and Mapia are especially interesting. On the second voyage, Hill was in Hawaii on three 
occasions. He also landed on Agrigan in the Marianas. Otherwise he generally kept clear of the 
islands. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: New York Public Library 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB MS 515 

Title: Rrois ans de captivite a Buka' 

Date(s): 1942 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Montauban, Paul 

Scope and content: 

Father Montauban, a Catholic priest of the Society of Mary, served as a missionary on Buka, North 
Solomons, from 1914 to 1958. He was at Burunotui (1914-22), Lemanmanu (1922-28) and Gagan 
(1928-58). An account of life in the Solomons during the Japanese occupation of World War II. When 
the Japanese invaded the Solomons in March 1942, all Catholic missionaries were instructed by their 
Bishop to remain at their posts. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: (1974) Dr Hugh Laracy, Department of History, University of 
Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 569 

Title: Extracts from 'The Tenor of My Life' (Autobiography) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Imamura Hitoshi 

Scope and content: 

During World War II, Imamura Hitoshi was Japanese Army group commander with headquarters in 
Rabaul. His area of command included New Guinea and Bougainville. After the war, he was held 
responsible by the Australian military authorities for acts of brutality against Indian and Chinese 
personnel within his area of command. He was also tried and acquitted by a Dutch court in respect of 
actions that occurred within his area of command in the Netherlands East Indies. An English 
translation of parts of Imamura's autobiography. The extracts include Imamura's account of his 
career in Indonesia and elsewhere before he took up his post in Rabaul. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Rijksinstituut voor Oorlogsdocumentatie, Prins Hendriklaan 28, 
Amsterdam-Z, Netherlands 
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Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
 

AU PMB MS 935 

Title: Correspondence 

Date(s): 1921 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Voyce, A. Harry 

Scope and content: 

Rev A. Harry Voyce, and his wife Beryl, arrived in the Solomon Islands from New Zealand in 1926 to 
work as Methodist missionaries at Siwai, an inland area in the south of Bougainville Island. They left 
the Solomons in 1958. Correspondence between Voyce and the general secretary for foreign 
missions of the New Zealand Methodist Church. Correspondence - outwards (from Voyce), 1921-59 
Correspondence - inwards, 1921-40 and 1952-59 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Joint Board for Overseas Mission, Wellington Street, Auckland 1, 
New Zealand 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 968 

Title: Autobiography in Kuanua language, Duke of York Islands, New Britain 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Tekoro Ekonia 

Scope and content: 

Ekonia Tekoro was born in the Duke of York Islands, New Britain, in 1916 or 1917. He was serving as a 
Methodist pastor on Bougainville when the Japanese invaded the island. Not being a native 
Bougainvillean, he was a marked man. However, he eventually linked up with the Coastwatchers and 
reached the safety of the beachhead at Torokina. The autobiography comprises 29 handwritten 
pages and covers the period 1916 to 1979. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: (1982) Rev. Neville Threlfall, The United Church (New Guinea 
Islands Region), Rabaul, PNG 
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Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au.virtual.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1008 

Title: Papua New Guinea research materials: Papua New Guinea politics and administration 

Date(s): 1906 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 20 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Parker, Robert Stewart 

Scope and content: 

R.S. Parker was a member of the Interim Council of the Administrative College of Papua New Guinea, 
1962-1969. He also advised the Administration on organisational policy, organised and assisted in 
public service training courses, represented Administration employees on the public service 
arbitration tribunal and gave evidence at the local officers' arbitration case in the 1960s. Labelled 
files with file headings used by Professor Parker. A detailed inventory of file contents is not available. 
Reel contents are given below in a condensed form - a more complete list of General Contents is 
available on request. Reel 1: Introduction; File List: PNG general Reel 2: 4 files - Constitutional 
development and Planning Committee Reports 1st & 2nd Interim (terms of reference, appointments) 
Reel 3: 1 file - Constitutional Planning Committee recommendations/draft< Reel 4: 2 files - 
Constitutional Planning Cmt. Final Report; Constitution - Government proposals Reel 5: 2 files - 
Constitution - Texts and national name; and the Courts Reel 6: 2 files - District Administration - 
evolution; (miscellaneous) Reel 7: 2 files - reel 6 cont. - official reports Reel 8: 3 files - Native Affairs, 
recruitment, training; ASOPA Sen. Officers' Course; Executives and Under Secretaries (miscellaneous) 
Reel 9: 3 files - reel 8 cont. - Execs and Under Secs (transfer of executive power); land 
law/administration Reel 10: 3 files - Laws and law drafting; legislative councils; local government 
councils Reel 11: 5 files - Politics; anti-corruption policy; Bougainville political disturbances; Cargo 
cults; Election prospects/1964 Reel 12: 3 files - Politics; Election 1968; law/administration; Gazelle 
political disturbances Reel 13: Politics; House of Assembly Reel 14: 4 files - Politics - House of 
Assembly; members; parties Reel 15: 12 files - Politics - House of Assembly; 10 parties; miscellaneous 
papers (various names); Public Service (miscellaneous) Reel 16: 2 files - reel 15 cont.; Public Service 
Association Reel 17: 3 files - reel 16 cont.; Public Service Association Press Statements; employment 
security scheme Reel 18: 3 files - Public Service - recruitment; salaries; local officers' case 1965-67 
Reel 19: University College for PNG Reel 20: 2 files - Urban government; Urban local government. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference - but no part of the contents may be 
reproduced or used in quotation without the written permission of Professor Parker. Please see his 
Introduction, Reel 1. 

Existence and location of originals: (1989) R.S. Parker, 54 Munro Street, Curtin, ACT (to be deposited 
in the National Library of Australia at a later date) 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB MS 1098 

Title: Excerpts from Sister Lee 

Date(s): 1934 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 2 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Lee, Sister Ada 

Scope and content: 

Sister Ada Lee was a very influential teacher with the Methodist Mission in the Solomon Islands. She 
was stationed at Roviana with Sister Lina Jones from her arrival in the Solomons in 1934 till July 1937 
when she was transferred to Bougainville. Absent in NZ during the War years, Sister Ada Lee returned 
to the mission station at Koau, Buin, in southern Bougainville early in 1947. She took leave in NZ from 
1948 till 1952 for family reasons and returned to Koau in 1952. Sister Lee was Principal of the Kihili 
Girls School at Buin from its establishment in 1956 till her retirement in 1966. Eleven volumes of 
diaries. 

See reel list for further details 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Methodist Church of New Zealand Connexional Archives, 
Auckland 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1099 

Title: Diaries, correspondence and related papers 

Date(s): 1945 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Luxton, Clarence T. J. 

Scope and content: 

Rev. Clarence T J Luxton (1907-1979) was sent to Buka in Bougainville in 1939 with his wife, Mavis, as 
part of the work of the New Zealand Methodist Overseas Mission. Shortly afterwards, he was 
evacuated from the island. In April 1945 he returned to Bougainville, working at Bilua, Vella Lavella, 
then Torokina. A skilled builder, he supervised the construction of the new Church in Buka in 1947 
before withdrawing from the Mission as a result of poor health in 1949. A tribute to Rev. C. Luxton, 
including : 
an index to his diary and the diary itself, 22 Apr-4 Oct 1945 
Rev. C. Luxton's letters to his mother, including a letter from Mavis Luxton to Mrs Luxton, Apr-Dec 
1945 
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correspondence between Rev. Luxton and Rev. George Carter, 1976 
Methodist Mission, Buka Area annual report and related papers, 1946 and 1947.  

See reel list for further details 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Methodist Church of New Zealand Connexional Archives, 
Auckland 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1101 

Title: Diary (original and transcript) 

Date(s): 1926 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Bensley, Arthur A. 

Scope and content: 

Rev. Arthur A. Bensley (1884-1974) was born in Christchurch, New Zealand. He was the first New 
Zealand Methodist Minister appointed to the Solomon Islands, taking over Bilua Station, at Vella 
Lavella, Bougainville, from Rev. Reginald Nicholson in 1921 and remaining at the station till 1934. He 
met and married Sister Constance Olds there. He mastered the Bilua language and did a great deal of 
translation work. For six years, he edited the NZ Methodist Mission's children's paper, Lotu. 
Following his retirement from the Methodist Mission in the Solomon Islands he held ministries in 
Morrinsville, Greymouth and Tauranga in New Zealand. He was supernumerary from 1950. Diary 
(original Ms.,.) 
17 May 1926-27 Jul 1931(2 vols.) 
1 May-15 Dec 1934 (Pt. 1 vol.) 
10 Sep-27 Dec ? (loose pages) 
Transcript of diary and index, 17 Aug 1926-27 Jul 1931, 1 May-15 Dec 1934 

See reel list for further details 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Methodist Church of New Zealand Connexional Archives, 
Auckland 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1107 

Title: Diaries (originals and typescript copies) and correspondence 
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Date(s): 1946 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Carter, Sister Merle O.M. 

Scope and content: 

Sister Merle Carter, a cousin of Rev George Carter, was a Methodist Missionary nursing Sister in the 
Solomon Islands from 1946 till 1961. She was stationed at Torokina on Bougainville, then went to 
Buka and was finally stationed at Keop on Bougainville. - Diaries (original), 18 Dec 1946-27 Mar 1947, 
28 Jul 1947-5 Oct 1947, 6 Nov 1947-1 Dec 1947, 23 Feb-17 Sep 1948, 1 Dec 1948-4 Jan 1949 - Diaries 
(transcripts), 18 Mar 1947-17 Sep 1948, 17 Nov 1948-13 Jan 1949 - Correspondence, Nov 1947-Oct 
1950 (7 Nov 1947, 19 Dec 1947, 20 Jan 1948, 29 Mar 1948, 21 Apr 1948, 6 Jul 1948, 9 Aug 1948, 21 
Sep 1948, 26 Oct 1948, 21 Aug 1950, 4 Sep 1950, 5 Oct 1950, 19 Oct 1950). See reel list for further 
details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Methodist Church of New Zealand Connexional Archives, 
Auckland 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1110 

Title: Minutes 

Date(s): 1955 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Methodist Church of New Zealand, Methodist Overseas Mission Board 

Scope and content: 

The Methodist Church in New Zealand sent its missionaries to the Papua New Guinea, the Solomon 
Islands, Samoa, Tonga and Fiji. From 1922 till 1968 the administration of the Methodist Mission in 
the Solomon Islands, including Bougainville and Buka, was the particular concern of the Methodist 
Church of New Zealand. The Overseas Mission Board (originally named, the Foreign Missions Board, 
and renamed in 1961) administered the activities of New Zealand Methodist missionaries in those 
territories. These minutes continue the series covering the period 1903-1955 which have already 
been microfilmed at PMB 520-525. Index to Methodist Foreign Mission Board minutes, Dec 1955-Dec 
1963 
Methodist Foreign Mission Board minutes, Dec 1955-Dec 1963 
Methodist Foreign Mission Board minutes, Feb 1964-Nov 1972 

See reel list for further details 
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Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Methodist Church of New Zealand Connexional Archives, 
Auckland 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1111 

Title: General Secretary 

Date(s): 1952 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 11 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Methodist Church of New Zealand, Overseas Mission Department 

Scope and content: 

The administration of the Methodist Mission in the Solomon Islands, including Bougainville and Buka, 
was the particular concern of the Methodist Church of New Zealand from 1922 till January 1968 
when formal independence was granted to the Methodist Church in the Solomon Islands. The 
correspondence documents policy, personnel, resource and many other matters relating to the 
administration of the Solomon Islands District. This series is a continuation of correspondence 
Between the Chairman of the Solomon Islands District, Rev Metcalfe and the General Secretary of 
the Foreign Missions Department, 1934-1952, microfilmed by at PMB 927. Letters-in from Chairman 
of the Solomon Islands District to the General Secretary of the Overseas Missions Department, Dec 
1952-Dec 1965. Copies of letters-out from the General Secretary of the Overseas Missions 
Department to the Chairman of the Solomon Islands District, Jan 1953-Dec 1965. Indexed. 

See reel list for further details 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Methodist Church of New Zealand Connexional Archives, 
Auckland 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1116 

Title: PNG Collection - Records of fisheries research, surveys and management 

Date(s): 1939 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 23 reels; 35mm microfilm; Digital PDF 
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Name of creator: Papua New Guinea National Fisheries Authority, Research and Management 
Branch, Kanudi Research Station Library 

Scope and content: 

Fisheries research in Papua New Guinea began in the 1920s with the Archbold expeditions and 
expanded during the thirty years following Schuster's 1950 Report of a survey of the inland fisheries 
of the Territory of Papua New Guinea. During the 1970s and 1980s there was a further increase in 
fisheries research and development in Papua New Guinea. 

The Fisheries Division of the Department of Agriculture was established in 1954. The Research and 
Surveys Branch of the Fisheries Division was formed in 1968 with its headquarters at Kanudi Fisheries 
Research Station, Port Moresby. A PNG Collection of research materials was established by the 
Research and Surveys Branch in its Library at Kanudi. The PNG Collection includes the P Series of 
research papers, both published and unpublished, survey material and some administrative reports 
documenting PNG fisheries research from 1948 till 1986 which were selected and arranged by John 
Lock, a scientist at Kanudi, in 1986. 
Further NFA research papers have been microfilmed at PMB 1118. PNG Collection of Fisheries 
Research Papers (P Series), Nos. 778. 

See reel list for further details 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Papua New Guinea National Fisheries Authority, Research and 
Management Branch, PO Box 2016, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1146 

Title: Papua New Guinea papers 

Date(s): 1951 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 4 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Spencer, Margaret 

Scope and content: 

Dr Margaret Spencer, OAM, graduated MSc in Entomology in 1939 and lectured in Biology at the 
New England University College, 1940 to 1945. She then tutored in Zoology at the University of 
Sydney. Her association with PNG extended for 25 years from 1953. In 1954 she was appointed as 
entomologist-instructor at the Malaria Control School at Minj in the Western Highlands of New 
Guinea. During the next two years she and her husband, Dr Terrence Spencer, documented the 
epidemiology of Highlands malaria, and published the first record of a Highlands malaria epidemic. 
From 1956 she carried out a detailed study into anopheline fauna of the D’Entrecasteaux Islands and, 
as part of a Malaria Control Assessment Team, extended that study over a wide range of PNG islands, 
working closely with her husband in epidemiological studies. She was awarded a WHO research grant 
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to study enlargement of the ovarioles and development of eggs in PNG anopheline. A further special 
investigation was her study of the malaria potential for the work force of the Bougainville Copper 
Project and make recommendations for its control. In addition to published scientific papers and 
unpublished reports Dr Spencer has written a history of malaria control in the south west Pacific 
region, a book on the Australian experience of malaria, and three books describing experiences on 
field patrol and on outstations in PNG. In 1998 she graduated PhD in the Tropical Health Program of 
the University of Queensland. Her thesis described the development of health services in PNG from 
1870 till the outbreak of World War II. Minj diaries, 1954-55; correspondence, 1953-1968; Dept of 
Health circulars, 1954-55; correspondence with S H Christian, 1955-1970; Malaria Control Section, 
Public Health Dept, Mapamoiwa, patrol records, 1957-1960; press cuttings, 1958-1962; Subject files, 
1952-1980; photographs, 1954-1961. 

See reel list for further details 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau; to be transferred to the National 
Library of Australia. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1168 

Title: Papers on Pacific Islands land matters 

Date(s): 1919 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 10 reels, 35mm microfilm Digital PDF 

Name of creator: Ward, Alan 

Scope and content: 

Alan Ward is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Newcastle, NSW and contract 
historian for the Waitangi Tribunal, New Zealand. His Master's thesis was on the East Coast Maori 
Trust, in the Gisborne region of New Zealand's North Island where he was born and raised. During 
this research Ward became interested in customary Maori land tenure and its conversion to forms of 
title cognisable in the New Zealand courts and intended to facilitate land transfer and economic 
development. This interest lead to subsequent research on land tenure in the Pacific islands, 
particularly in New Caledonia, Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea and to employment in land 
administration in the latter two countries. Emeritus Professor Ward is the author of a number of 
books on land issues in PNG, New Caledonia and New Zealand, the most recent being An Unsettled 
History: Treaty Claims in New Zealand Today (Bridget Williams Books, Wellington, 1999). Almost half 
of this record group is concerned with PNG. These papers were gathered when Ward was Lecturer in 
History at the University of Papua New Guinea and adviser to the Land Evaluation and Demarcation 
Project Study (LEAD). The collection includes correspondence, notes, articles and papers, draft 
legislation and press cuttings. A small portion of these papers relate to politics and land matters in 
Australia, New Zealand, Solomon Islands, Africa, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Vanuatu, Banaba, French 
Polynesia and Guadeloupe. The remainder of the documents are mainly concerned with New 
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Caledonia between 1947 and 1990 and were assembled by Ward at La Trobe University, Melbourne, 
through the 1980s, particularly during the years of political uncertainty in the French Territory from 
1984 to 1990. The complete, two hundred page calendar of microfilmed documents held in the Alan 
Ward papers is available. [rtf format], [pdf format] See reel list of file titles for a shorter summary. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Records Room, Division of Pacific & Asian History (PAH), RSPAS, 
Coombs Bldg No. 9, Fellows Road, The ANU, Canberra, ACT 0200 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1184 

Title: Papers relating to plantations in Wuvulu, Bouganiville and Buka, Papua New Guinea 

Date(s): 1923 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 7 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Archer, Fred Palmer 

Scope and content: 

Fred Palmer Archer was born in Melbourne in 1890 and died in 1977. He was with the first Australian 
Imperial Force, came to New Guinea in 1923 and later took over Jame Plantation, Buka Passage, in 
the Bougainville District of the Territory of New Guinea. Jame Plantation was one of the ex-German 
plantations sold by the Commonwealth Government in 1926/27 to returned soldiers. He was 
appointed a civilian coast watcher in the Buka-Bougainville area at the outbreak of the War in the 
Pacific and evacuated to Guadalcanal and then Australia in 1943. He joined the British Solomon 
Islands Defence Force in September 1943 and transferred to ANGAU in early 1945. After the War he 
returned to his plantations in New Guinea where he became one of the Territory’s most successful 
and influential planters. The papers include: letters from Fred Archer to his family and friends, mainly 
from Wuvulu Island, Manus District, and from Jame Plantation in Buka, 1923-1928; Report on coast 
watching activitiy, Bougainville Island, 1941-1943, by W J Read; Archer’s Solomon Islands war-diaries, 
1943. There is also a series of subject files, A-Z, arranged by Mrs Mary Roberts from the Archer 
papers for her biography of Fred Archer. The files cover many aspects of Archer’s post-War career, 
including some material on the Planters Association of Bougainville and the history of the Planters 
Association of New Guinea. A series of files of correspondence and other documents relating to 
Hakau Plantation in Bougainville, 1935-1967, is also microfilmed. See Finding aids for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Mrs Mary Roberts, Loganholme, Queensland, Australia. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB MS 1225 

Title: Papers on Bougainville, New Britain, Sepik and Solomon Islands languages 

Date(s): 1908 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm Digital PDF 

Name of creator: Thurnwald, Richard C. 

Scope and content: 

Richard Thurnwald was born in Austria in 1869, received formal training in ethnology and related 
fields, went on a fieldtrip on behalf of the Berlin Museum für Völkerkunde to the Bismarck 
Archipelago and the Solomon Islands, 1906-1909, returned to New Guinea for a Sepik River 
expedition, 1913-16, and came back to the New Guinea islands region in the 1930s. He was a great 
collector of artefacts some of which are held in German museums, others are lost, some possibly 
incorporated in Australian museum collections. Thurnwald's publications are extensive (c.300 articles 
and books), but not widely distributed. Some of Thurnwald’s recordings and photographs, plus Iniet 
(NG) song texts and tales & 741 Iniet stone figures which he collected, are held in the Museum für 
Völkerkunde, Berlin. Some of his photographs are held in the Berlin Institute of Ethnology which 
Thurnwald founded in 1948. Some further Thurnwald papers are held in the Stirling Memorial 
Library, Berkeley California. Richard Thurnwald’s widow, Hilda, transferred these papers to Professor 
Stephen Wurm, Linguistics Department, RSPAS, in about 1963. They were handed over to Don 
Laycock (the second appointee in the Department, after Wurm) for work on a Buin dictionary. After 
Dr Laycock's early death the papers were held in the Dept for some years where Lois Carrington, then 
a Research Assistant in Linguistics, worked on them from time to time. In 1993 the Thurnwald papers 
were transferred to Tania Laycock, Dr Laycock’s widow, who continues to hold them to date (Feb 
2005) but is considering transferring them to the National Library of Australia. A complete list of the 
papers is available from the Bureau. The documents on the microfilm consist of a typescript of 
Thurwald’s Buin-German Dictionary, which was to have been published as the second volume of his 
Forschungen auf den Salomon-Inseln and word lists, comparative word lists, a phrase book and 
grammatical notes for the Baining, Gazelle, Buin, Alu, Lambutxo, Bambatana, Vellalavella, Panone 
and Tambatamba languages (spoken in New Britain, Bougainville, the Shortlands and other north 
Solomon Islands). Also microfilmed are files and word lists for Tjimundo (Lower Sepik) and 
Banaro/Ramunga (upper Keram River, Sepik District, New Guinea) languages. See Finding aids for 
details. Note: Material was copied as found on microfilm reel and delivered in digital in same order. 
Some pages on reel 1 are not in order but are clearly numbered at top of page. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

Existence and location of originals: Person: Mrs Tania Laycock Address: Bungendore, NSW Country: 
Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 
AU PMB MS 1245 

Title: Report By Lieutenant W.J. Read Ranvr on coastwatching activity Bougainville Island, 1941-1943 
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Date(s): 1974 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Read, W.J. 

Scope and content: 

Jack Read joined the Australian administration of the Mandated Territory of New Guinea as a Cadet 
in 1929. He worked as Patrol Officer in most parts of the Territory, having covered New Britain and 
the mainland from the Sepik River to the Morobe Goldfields, but had not been located in 
Bougainville until his appointment in November 1941 as Assistant District Officer in charge of the 
Buka Passage Sub-District, under District Officer Merrylees. Following the Japanese entry into the 
War on 8 Dec 1941, Read helped evacuate most European residents from Buka, established inland 
dumps of emergency provisions and shifted his administration to Bougainville island just before a 
Japanese attack on the Sub-District HQ on Sohano island on 24 January 1942. Following the winding 
up of civil administration in February 1942, Read, the only remaining government representative, 
was appointed Lieutenant in the Australian Navy under Lt Commander Feldt with instructions to 
remain in Bougainville as a coastwatcher. Photocopy of original typescript. Parts I-XI and appendices 
A-L, includes detailed contents list; Ts., foolscap, 148pp. Appendix M, ‘Map of Bougainville’, missing. 
Front sheet signed by Jack Read and dated 9 July 1974. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1269 

Title: Documents relating to Bougainville 

Date(s): 1988 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 7 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Kerley, Fr. Kevin Sm (1928- ) 

Scope and content: 

Fr Kevin Kerley SM was born in 1928 and brought up in Gympie, Queensland, where he attended the 
Christian Brothers’ College to university matriculation level. As a civilian high school boy he served in 
1944 and 1945 in the Volunteer Air Observers’ Corps, unpaid work for the RAAF. For this he was 
presented with a certificate as a record and in appreciation by the RAAF, signed by Air Marshall G. 
Jones, Chief of Air Staff. After working as an officer of the Commonwealth Bank in Brisbane from 
1946 until 1949 he undertook training at the Marist College in Armidale, NSW, and was professed as 
a Brother in the Society of Mary in September 1950. He worked as Assistant Bursar at St John’s 
College near Lismore, NSW, from 1950 until 1953. In January 1954, Fr Kerley transferred to the 
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Bougainville District of the Oceania Marist Province, Territory of New Guinea Mission, where he was 
based for most of the next 48 years. As a Marist Brother, he pursued a number of occupations until 
1972: at Mabiri helping with the book keeping of the Mission’s sawmill and with first-aid on the 
mission plantation labour lines; taking charge of the carpentry workshop at St Christopher’s Technical 
School, Tsiroge; acting as Master of the Mission vessels, Jabiru (renamed St Thomas) and St Joseph; 
and directing various building projects. He was assistant Diocesan Procurator in 1954 and 1962. In 
1963 and 1964 was the first Brother to be appointed the Procurator. In 1973 and 1974 Fr Kerley 
transferred to the Marist Training Centre at Tutu on Taveuni in Fiji as Bursar, and in the following 
years studied theology and philosophy at the Union Theological Institute in Hunters Hill, Sydney, 
graduating in 1978. Fr Kerley was ordained as a Deacon in December 1978, and in January 1979 
returned to Bougainville to undertake mainly parish work in Tinputz, Tekoknih and Tearouki. In 
September 1980 he was ordained as a Priest, and in January 1981 underwent heart by-pass surgery 
in Brisbane. Back in Bougainville early in 1981, Fr Kerley continued Parish work on the west coast at 
Sipai and Tsimba, with visits to Kuraio Parish. In early 1984 Fr Kerley was appointed reference Priest 
at Manetai Parish and joined the Kieta Area Ministry Team that covered the Parishes of Tubiana, 
including Kieta township, Koromira, Marai, Tunuru, Deomori and Manetai. (Arawa and Panguna 
towns were separate parishes, independent of the Kieta Area Ministry Team, though geographically 
within their boundaries.) In November 1988, when the crisis in Bougainville erupted, Fr Kerley was 
living in Manetai, working quite a bit in nearby Tubiana and Tunuru Parishes, as well as visiting 
Arawa, Kieta and villages throughout the Kieta Ministry Team area. Father had for years recorded 
religious events in his catechist's calendar. After 16 November 1988, when workers at Loholo 
marched in protest to the Premier, Joseph Kabui, at Arawa. Fr Kerley began inserting daily notes in 
the calendar recording more of his movements and local events, especially of a more critical nature. 
On 22 November 1988 militants raided the munitions magazine of Bougainville Copper Ltd in 
Panguna and made off with the explosives. The first power pylon was dynamited on the Port Mine 
Access Road and the ‘pink palace’ (the BCL Office) at Panguna was burnt. Fr Kerley observed that 
guerrilla warfare had come back to Bougainville for the first time since World War II. During the next 
three and a half years Fr Kerley continued parish work from Manetai. The war spread north from 
Panguna. In January 1990, Kuveria Jail in Manetai Parish, which Fr Kerley had visited regularly until 
December 1988, was burnt down by the BRA, killing some warders and a young daughter of one of 
them. The Riot Squad retaliated, burning villages of innocent people along the road. The conflict in 
the Bougainville area continued to get worse until 1st March 1990 when the PNG Security Forces 
withdrew under a cease fire agreement. About September 1990 the Security Forces came back to 
Buka, and bit by bit extended their influence South, reaching Manetai by July 1992. At that time Fr 
Kerley was still in Manetai. He was one of only about half a dozen non-citizens who had remained in 
Bougainville right through this part of the crisis. On 22 July 1992 Fr Kerley was evacuated by 
helicopter from Manetai to Hahila on Buka, at an hour’s notice, under orders from Security Force 
Officers. Fr Kerley was unable to return to the Manetai area, despite obtaining a clearance from the 
PNG Defence Force in December 1992. In the Buka and North Bougainville area Fr. Kerley was 
occupied, working as Chaplain with wounded and dying soldiers and civilians at Buka and Sohano 
Hospitals, and helping displaced people, as well as engaging in other pastoral and parish work. In 
January 1993, the Oceania Marist Provincial wrote to Fr Kerley thanking him for his “faithfulness and 
courage to have worked with the suffering people of Bougainville”, and advising him to take a break, 
including medical attention in Australia and registering for the old age pension. He went South in 
March 1993. Fr Kerley returned to Bougainville in November 1993 but was unfairly deported to 
Rabaul from Buka in late December under orders from a Colonel in the PNG Defence Force. Fr Kerley 
received support from Michael Ogio, the Minister for Bougainville Matters, and others such as 
Michael Somare, who recognised that the mainline churches needed to be involved in the search for 



a peaceful solution in Bougainville. , the Colonel’s will prevailed and it was not until October 1994 
that Fr Kerley was given approval by the PNG Defence Force to re-enter Bougainville. Fr Kerley’s 
angina recurred while he was working under Archbishop Hesse in New Britain. This was probably 
brought on by the unfair and ungrateful treatment, including the deportation. Medical staff at 
Vunapope ordered him to return to Brisbane for treatment in April 1994. In December 1994, when Fr 
Kerley came back to Bougainville, Operation Bungwantaim gave him travel clearance to stay 
indefinitely at Manetai mission station. Manetai was under siege by the BRA. The PNG Defence Force 
soldiers wore flak-jackets when they went out of the mission station as the BRA in the bush were 
likely to shoot at them any time. At the end of 1995 Fr Kerley again went to Australia for a check-up, 
as ordered, and to maintain his pension claim. Returning to Bougainville in early 1996, Fr Kerley 
could not go back to Manetai as the BRA were raiding right up to Buka. In the meantime, based at 
Hahila, Fr Kerley worked on aid projects in Buka and North Bougainville and on pastoral work, 
especially as Hospital Chaplain. In August 1996, after the BRA attacked them at Manetai, the Security 
Forces pulled out. Fr. Kerley was allowed by both sides to work in the Manetai area over the 
Christmas 1996 period. Files on Bougainville compiled by Fr Kerley, including diary entries, notes, 
press cuttings, leaflets and some photographs, 1988-1996; “Skeds” (transcripts of radio broadcasts), 
Nov 1990-Aug 1995; photocopy of Fr. Emmet McHardy, Tunuru Baptismal Register, 1929-1931; Leo 
Scharmach MSC (Vic. Apost. Rabaul), Manuale Missionariorum, Catholic Mission, Vunapope, 1953; 
G.W. Tromf, “Life & Religion of Traditional Societies in Melanesia”, n.d. See Finding aids for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

Existence and location of originals: Villa Maria, Hunters Hill, Sydney 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1273 

Title: Papers documenting Moorhouse’s career as a patrol officer and land investigation consultant in 
Papua New Guinea. 

Date(s): 1955 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 6 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Moorhouse, David Bruce (1936-2003) 

Scope and content: 

David Bruce Moorhouse first came to Papua New Guinea in 1955 as a young Patrol Officer and rose 
through the ranks of Australian Field Administrators to Deputy District Commissioner. - Feb 1955-Nov 
1956, East New Britain District; and Gasmata Subdistrict, West New Britain. - Feb 1957-Jan 1958. 
Supervising Officer to Reimber and Livuan Councils, New Britain; ASOPA studies. - Feb 1958-Feb 
1959. Patrol Officer, Kandrain, West New Britain. Completed ASOPA studies. - 1959. Completed 
ASOPA long course in Sydney. - Feb 1960-Mar 1961. Officer-in-Charge, Nuku Patrol Post, Sepik 
District. - Mar 1961-Jul 1964. Officer-in-Charge, Vanimo, Sepik District. Acting Asst Distict Officer from 
Jul 1963. - Sep-1964-Jun 1966. Asst District Commissioner, Amanab Subdistrict, West Sepik. 
Promoted to District Officer 1964. Survey and consolidation patrols West Range and August and 
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October River areas. Establishment of three Local Government Councils. Border surveillance 
patrolling and reporting. - Sep 1966-Jan 1969. Seconded as Executive Officer, Territory Intelligence 
Committee, Headquarters, Port Moresby. - Jan-Nov 1969. Higher duties as Executive Officer, Internal 
Affairs Branch, Headquarters. - Nov 1969 +Acting Deputy District Commissioner, Bougainville District. 
- 1986-1987. Lands and Business Development Manager, Porgera Joint Venture. - 1989-1991. 
Consultatnt specialising in PNG land : Projects included: land investigation study Mount Kare (CRA); 
land investigation study Masurina, Milne Bay Province; land investigation study Tokaluma, Central 
Province (Newmont); land investigation study Wau (RGC); land advisor to Porgera Gold Dredging Ltd. 
- Mar 1991-Jul 1992. land acquisition/ field liaison officer for the upgrading of the Watabung-Chauve 
section off the Okuk (Highlands) Highway. Papers arranged chronologically, as follows: DBM/1-2, 
TPNG, Dept of Native Affairs, personal files; DBM/3- 13, mainly Kandrian, Gasmata Sub-District, 
Patrol reports, New Britain, 1955-1958; DBM/14, ASOPA assignments, 1957-60; DBM/15-24, Nuku, 
Vanimo, Anamab, Sepik District, patrol reports, field officer’s journals, and correspondence, 1961-65; 
DBM/25-27, professional papers, 1966-1970; DBM/28-29, Royal Visits, 1969 & 1971; DBM/30-53, 
articles, briefings, submissions and other papers by D.B. Moorhouse, 1969-1975; DBM/54-94, land 
investigation reports and related papers, 1987-1996; DBM/95-108, printed material, 1938-1981. See 
Finding aids for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference. 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Research Archives, ANU Archives Program, Australian 
National University, Canberra. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1276 

Title: Letters from Papua New Guinea to the Institute of Current World Affairs, New York 

Date(s): 1967 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Wolfers, Edward P. 

Scope and content: 

Edward P. Wolfers taught politics at the University of Papua New Guinea. He later became an advisor 
to the the government of Papua New Guinea on Bougainville and constitutional affairs and Professor 
of Politics at Wollongong University, NSW. CONTENTS Professor Wolfers’ Letters, an ephemeral 
publication rescued from the disbanded Library of the Australian School of Pacific Administration, are 
titled as follows: Letter No.1. Papua New Guinea: an introduction Letter No.2. The end of 
“Administration”. Letter No.3. Death of a politician. Letter No.4. “Tok Pisin”. Letter No.5. Formation of 
parties. Letter No.6. Politics in a primitive area. Letter No.7. Mount Hagen Show. Letter No.8. Goroka 
Market. Letter No.9. Return to Kokoda. Letter No.10. Party time again. Letter No.11. Alcohol and 
social structure. Letter No.12. The 1968 Elections – 1: background. Letter No.13. The 1968 Elections – 
II: preparations. Letter No.14. The 1968 Elections – III: campaigning. Letter No.15. The 1968 Elections 
– IV: the candidates. Letter No.16. The American image. Letter No.17. Boana Junction. Letter No.18. 
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Do New Guineans count? Letter No.19. New Guinea English: “Yielding to the SStudical means”. Letter 
No.20. Race relations I: two systems of law. Letter No.21: West Irian I: The Bird of Paradise State 
University. Letter No.22. Tari a-while: “With the flowers in their hair”. Letter No.23. Gamu Ena Dava 
Kara. Letter No.24. Dead pigs: an essay on the irrelevance of development. Letter No.25. The B.S.I.P.: 
prologue. Letter No.26. On coming to one’s census. Letter No.27. Games people flay. Letter No.28. 
Tourism. Letter No.29. The B.S.I.P. – II: the significance of protectorate status. Letter No.30. Self-
government for Papua New Guinea: coming, ready or not. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1286 

Title: Bougainville manuscripts: Paipelaten yia belong mi long Bougainville (an autobiography in Tok 
Pisin); and Bougainville World War II. 

Date(s): 1989 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Fr. Franz Miltrup Sm (…-1996) 

Scope and content: 

Born in Osnabrück, Germany, Fr Miltrup was professed a Marist in 1932 in Glanerbrug, Holland. He 
studied Theology in Fürstenzell, Passau and was ordained there in 1935. A teacher in Ahmsen and 
Meppen during 1936-37, he was appointed to the mission in Oceania. He arrived in Kieta, North 
Solomon Is Region (Bougainville), PNG, on the 11th January, 1938, the year before the 2nd World 
War began. He was a valiant Marist missionary priest of the old-fashioned type who survived the 
harsh conditions of the early days of the mission in Bougainville. During the war he suffered greatly 
when he was a prisoner of the Japanese and barely escaped death on one occasion. After the war, in 
1945, he went to Australia to recover health. A year later he was back on the job. In 1948 he was 
appointed Director of the Major Seminary in Torokina where the first local priests were ordained in 
1953. The following year 1954 he returned to parish ministry in the Buin, Kieta, Arawa and Panguna 
areas. All went well until just before the Bougainville crisis in 1986 when he had retired to Koromira 
under the care of Hermann Wöste. He suffered a major setback in his health and was obliged to 
return to Germany for better care and treatment. In all he gave 48 years of his life to missionary work 
in the Oceania province. (From: www.maristoceania.org/In%20Memoriam.) • Paipelaten Yia Belong 
Mi Long Bougainville, Ts., p/c, 193pp., bound, in Tok Pisin. This document is a bound photocopy of Fr. 
Miltrup's typescript made from a copy lent to Father Kevin Kerley SM by Father Miltrup's house girl. 
The annotations are made by Fr. Kerley in pencil. The autobiography covers the period 1935 to 1986. 
• Bougainville World War II, Ts., p/c, pp.27pp., loose, n.d., in English. 

Conditions governing access: Fr. Kevin Kerley SM, Villa Maria, Hunters Hill, Sydney; and Professor 
Hank Nelson, Division of Pacific and Asian History, RSPAS, Australian National University. 
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Existence and location of originals: Fr. Kevin Kerley SM, Villa Maria, Hunters Hill, Sydney; and 
Professor Hank Nelson, Division of Pacific and Asian History, RSPAS, ANU. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1309 

Title: New Guinea patrol reports, related documents and photographs 

Date(s): 1930 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Read, W.J. 

Scope and content: 

W.J. (Jack) Read joined the Australian administration of the Mandated Territory of New Guinea as a 
Cadet arriving in Rabaul on the SS Montoro on 11 July 1929. During his long and distinguished career 
Jack Read worked in most parts of the Territory: Jul 1929-Mar 1931 – Cadet PO New Britain Mar- Dec 
1931 – Sydney Mar 1932-Jun 1933 – Patrol Officer, Ambunti, Sepik River Jun-Dec 1933 – Patrol 
Officer, Madang (Bogia) Mar 1934-Dec 1935 – Assistant District Officer, Madang (Bogia) Nov 1936-
Sep 1938 – ADO, Madang Jan 1939-Dec 1940 – ADO, Wau Nov 1941-Feb 1942 – ADO Buka Passage 
Feb 1942 – Sergeant, ANGAU Apr 1942-Jul 1943 – Lieutenant, RAN, in Northern Bougainville Aug-Sep 
1943 - Lieutenant, RAN, in Guadalcanal Sep 1943-Sep 1944 - Lieutenant, RAN, in Noumea and 
Brisbane Sep 1944-Jun 1946 – Major, ANGAU, in Bougainville Jun-Oct 1946 – District Officer, 
Bougainville Oct 1946-Dec 1949 – Dictrict Commissioner, New Ireland Jan-Dec 1950 long leave and 
retirement … - Oct 1952 – Naval Office, Melbourne Oct 1952-Mar 1975 – Native Lands Commissioner 
/ Land Titles Commissioner, Rabaul (brief spell in Madang). These papers mainly consist of W.J. (Jack) 
Read’s pre-World War II patrol reports and associated papers, as follows, together with five 
photographs: • Kokopo Sub-District and adjacent areas, New Britain, 1930-1931; • Ambunti, Sepik 
District, 1932; • Bogia, Cape Gordon to the Ramu River, Ulingan, Dugumor, Manam, Boisa and Karkar 
Islands, and elsewhere in the Madang District, 1933-1938 • Wau and Lae Sub-Districts, Morobe 
District, 1940 See Finding aids for details. See also PMB 1245 for Report by W. J. Read on coast 
watching activity Bougainville Island, 1941-1943. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Mrs Judy Fairhurst, Invermay Park, Victoria, Australia. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1322 

Title: Tinputz (Woskawitz) plantation, Bougainville, correspondence 

Date(s): 1888 (Creation) 
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Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Diercke, Carl (1872-1915), and family 

Scope and content: 

Carl Diercke (1872-1915) was the son of a famous German cartographer, Carl Diercke (Snr.) who 
created the Diercke Atlases. Carl Diercke (Jnr.) was married to Helene Blanche (Nellie) Parkinson. 
Nellie was the daughter of Richard and Phoebe Parkinson. Richard was a scientist of German/Danish 
origin, famous for his book, Dreissig Jahren in der Sudsee (Thirty Years in the South Seas). Phoebe 
was Queen Emma's sister, both of the Samoan royal family Malietoa. Together with Parkinson and 
Diercke they created the first commercial plantations in New Guinea in the late 1800's. The letters 
were written and received by Carl Diercke (Jnr.) at his plantation in Tinputz (Woskawitz) German New 
Guinea. In general the letters are requests for foodstuffs and sundry goods which were delivered 
mainly by the ship Sumatra. The family were stripped of land holdings by Australian officials after 
WWI because of the family's German links. Rudolf Diercke, son of Carl and Nellie Diercke, stayed in 
New Guinea and the Solomon Islands where he managed plantations for W.R. Carpenter & Co and 
later for the Catholic Church at Vunapope, East New Britain. Mr Chris Diercke, who holds the letter 
books, is Rudolf Diercke’s son. # Carl Diercke, Letter Book No.1 (letters-out), pp.1-41, 24 Jan 1907-22 
Aug 1908 # Carl Diercke, Letter Book No.2 (letters-out), pp.1-47, 11 Oct 1908-14 May 1909. # Carl 
Diercke, Letter Book No.3 (letters-out), pp.1-100, 13 Sep 1909-4 Jul 1910. # Letters-received by Carl 
Diercke, Rudolf Diercke , Helmuth Bertig et al., Nos.1-40, 1888-1964. # Letters-received by Carl 
Diercke, Rudolf Diercke et al., Nos.41-80, 1895-1964. # Letters re publication of English translation of 
Richard Parkinson’s book, Thirty Years in the South Seas, 1970-1985. # Hydrographic Office, US Navy, 
Emergency Reproduction of German Chart, S- Stiller Ozean, Insel Bougainville, Tinputz- & Teop Hafen, 
Maszstar 1:25000…, 1911. See Finding aids for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Mr Chris Diercke, Garden Suburb, Newcastle, NSW. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1342 

Title: Reminiscences of voyages in the Pacific Ocean 

Date(s): 1860 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm; Digital PDF 

Name of creator: Martin, Alfred William 

Scope and content: 

Alfred William Martin (1844-1928) was born in Clarence Plains, Tasmania, first son of William Martin 
(1805/6-1878), a convict transported to Tasmania, and Hannah Braim (1825/6-1860). Alfred William 
Martin was educated at Kettering Grammar School in Northamptonshire while his parents were 
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revisiting England. Returning to Tasmania, Martin became a seaman, despite his good education, 
firstly on the ship Gem sailing out of Hobart and then, while still in his teens, on a whaler, Southern 
Cross, Capt. Mansfield, sailing out of Hobart to whaling grounds off New Zealand, NSW, and the New 
Hebrides. He then sailed on the Thomas Brown, Capt T.H. Brown, a freighter working between 
Melbourne and Adelaide. Subsequently Martin sailed a schooner, Jeannie Darling, 80 tons, owner 
Darling formerly a boat builder in Hobart, carrying timber and other goods between Melbourne and 
Schnapper Point (Mornington). In Melbourne Martin joined the crew of a Brigantine, El Zéfiro (300 
tons, Callao), Capt Manuel Diaz Garcias of Peru, smuggling opium to the China trade via Gilolo Island, 
Surigao and Manila; smoking bêche-de-mer at Ponape; trading in the Marshalls, the Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands, Niue, Samoa, Tonga and Fiji; trading for sandalwood in the New Hebrides; sailing onwards 
through the Banks Islands, Santa Cruz, San Christobal, Malaita, Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and back 
to Manila via the Moluccas and Celebes. El Zéfiro then sailed for Bougainville, reinforced with 
Bougainville warriors carried out a blackbirding raid in Aoba (Ambae) in the New Hebrides (Vanuatu), 
then sailed on to South America, touching at the Marquesas and Galapagos Islands, selling the New 
Hebridean slaves at Mollendo in Peru. Alfred William Martin gave the manuscript to his 
granddaughter, Clara Ella Simm (b.1897), who he had brought up as a child after her father, William 
Simm (1855-1901), died in a flu epidemic in Launceston. When Dr Macnicol received the manuscript 
from his mother, via his sister, it was in a bundle tied with string. Dr Macnicol passed the manuscript 
to a conservator who repaired torn and fragmented pages. Dr Macnicol top-numbered the pages 
consecutively in pencil and transcribed the manuscript. He passed the transcript to Rafael Pintos-
Lopez of Michelago, near Canberra, who submitted the transcript to Professor Brij Lal for 
assessment. Untitled incomplete manuscript written by Alfred William Martin of Tasmania, written 
possibly in the 1890s relating his Pacific voyages and adventures in the 1860s, Ms. (gaps), re-
paginated, pp.1-202; together with transcript of the manuscript made by Dr Peter Macnicol, Ts., 
pp.1-251. See Finding aids for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Person: Dr Peter Macnicol Address: Canberra Country: Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1343 

Title: Papers re broadcasting in Papua New Guinea 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 4 reels; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Luck, Geoffrey 

Scope and content: 

The ABC, PNG Branch, was established in 1944. The original radio station was officially opened by 
General Douglas MacArthur and was a medium-wave broadcasting service for the armed forces. At 
that time the station was staffed by Australian and American army personnel and controlled by the 
Australian Broadcasting Commision and the Post Master General's Department. The ABC took over 
the radio station from the miltary in 1946, beginning broadcasting on 1 July 1946 from Port Moresby. 
Initially the broadcasts were primarily targeted at an expatriate audience. By the early 1960s access 
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to low cost transitor radios by locals and an increase in programs broadcast in Police Motu, Pidgin 
and Kuanua (a language local to Rabaul) meant that the ABC radio service reached a wider audience. 
The ABC continued to broadcast across the Territory, opening 9RB Rabaul in 1962, until self 
government commenced on 1 December 1973. In 1974 Radio Australia established a service for 
Papaua New Guinea listeners run from Melbourne by Papuans that delivered programs in both 
English and Pidgin. Geoffrey Luck (born in Warwick, Qld, 7 Oct 1931) began his time in the Territory 
as an ABC radio journalist and went on to become the news editor from 1962 to 1966. As part of the 
general support for PNG independence by Australian radio journalists in the Territory, Luck was 
responsible for training five local journalists, Boe Arua and Christian Rangatin in the first year, Ovia 
Toua and Charlie Ketsimur in the next year, and finally Mark Auhova. Ovia Toua subsequently became 
head of the PNG Broadcasting Corporation. Mr Luck also introduced an English news service for local 
school leavers. • GL/1-GL/16, ABC PNG Branch administrative files on news services, the native 
Peoples’ Session, appointments of journalists, Bougainville corrrespondents, the Advisory Council on 
Broadcasting, Legislative Council broadcasting, television issues and other matters, 1946-1964. 
Microfilmed at PMB 1343. Geoff Luck’s papers also include the following papers, listed but not 
microfilmed: • GL/17-GL/46, Cuttings from the Australian press, 1964-1970 • GL/47-GL/68, Press 
cuttings, Jun 1957-Dec 1967. • GL/69-GL/90, Printed material, 1954-1970. See Finding aids for 
details. See Calendar for further detailed listings. See also PMB 1320/Reels 1-21, Geoffrey LUCK, 
(1931-…), Australian Broadcasting Commission, Papua New Guinea Branch, Territory News Bulletins, 
1957-1958, 1962, 1965-1967 (gaps). 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Research Archives, ANU Archives Program. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1357 

Title: Bougainville correspondence and related documents 

Date(s): 1990 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 1 reel; 35mm microfilm 

Name of creator: Leak, Br. Bryan, Sm. 

Scope and content: 

Brother Leak was born in 1942 in Castlemaine Victoria. He joined the Marist Brothers Teaching Order 
in 1960 and was appointed to Papua New Guinea in 1974. He taught 1974 - 79 at St Xavier's High 
School in the East Sepik province; 1980-82 at Wabag High School in the Enga province; 1985-92 at St 
Joseph's Rigu on Bougainville. 1993 at Gizo in the Solomon Islands. He is now teaching at Red Bend 
Catholic College in Forbes after teaching for thirteen years at Assumption College Kilmore. See 
Finding aids for details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Br. Bryan Leak, SM. 
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Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1371 

Title: Papers on town planning in Bougainville and Honiara, and provincial administration in Papua 
New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, including PNG Constitutional planning committee papers 

Date(s): 1962 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 3 reels; 35mm microfilm 118 Digital PDFs [item 074 not on microfilm] 

Name of creator: Oram, Nigel D. 

Scope and content: 

Nigel Oram was an ethnologist and academic. In 1946, after military service in World War II, he read 
history at Oxford University. This was followed by a career in the British Colonial Service in East Africa 
and Uganda. In 1961, Oram helped set up the New Guinea Research Unit, Port Moresby, which was 
an offshoot of the Australian National University. His role was to undertake social research. To 
facilitate his information gathering, Oram learnt the Motu and Hula languages. In 1969, he was 
appointed a fellow at the University of Papua New Guinea, where he remained from 1969 to 1975. 
Oram returned to Australia where he taught history for nine years at La Trobe University and where, 
upon his retirement, he became an honorary senior research fellow. An extensive collection of 
Oram’s PNG research papers is held at the National Library of Australia (MS 9436). Papers left outside 
Nigel Oram’s room when he left La Trobe University, Melbourne, rescued by Professor Martha 
Macintyre, and transferred to the PMB in August 2011, including the following: • The Mystery of 
Guise (a longer draft than that microfilmed at PMB 1288); • 2 box files, ‘British Solomon Islands 
Protectorate’, on Honiara town planning and related matters, 1962-1979; • File, ‘Bougainville” on the 
Bougainville Copper Project and urban development ion Bougainville, 1969-1974; • PNG 
Constitutional Planning Committee, Record of Proceedings, 4 Dec 1972-16 Feb 1973; • PNG 
Constitutional Planning Committee, part draft report and recommendations; • Papers on the PNG 
Department of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, c.1972; • Documents on the PNG Department of 
Public Health, 1972; • Maps of Port Moresby, c.1965 and Bougainville, c.1970. See Finding aids for 
details. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: National Library of Australia, Manuscripts Section, to be held 
with other papers of Nigel Oram. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1381 

Title: Papers on the Solomon Islands and other Pacific Islands 

Level of description: Collection 
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Extent and medium: 240 volumes 

Name of creator: Woodford, Charles Morris 

Scope and content: 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Research Archives, Australian National University Archives 
Program. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1393 

Title: Correspondence, articles and research papers of Sione Latukefu 

Date(s): 1777 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: Various digital PDF 

Name of creator: Latukefu, Sione 

Scope and content: 

This collection contains research papers of Reverend Dr Sione Latukefu. The papers include articles 
(by Latukefu and others), copies of archival documents from various institutions as well as 
handwritten notes and typed transcriptions. Documents relate to governance in Tonga, including the 
pro-democracy movement, government and royal papers, laws and international treaties. Many 
documents also relate to the missionary history of Tonga and publications such as newsletters of the 
Wesleyan Methodist and Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga. 

Conditions governing access: See individual items 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 

Existence and location of copies: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 

Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the Bureau directly: 
http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB MS 1400 

Title: Press statements and pastoral letters from the Catholic Bishops Conference, Papua New Guinea 
and Solomon Islands 

Date(s): 1957 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: Digital PDF scanned from originals 
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Name of creator: Catholic Bishops Conference, Gordons, Port Moresby, P.N.G. 

Scope and content: 

This collection includes press statements released by the Catholic Bishops' Conference. The 
statements cover subjects such as media and social communications (including freedom of the 
press), education (messages to teachers in Catholic schools, education systems in crisis, religious 
education), family and marriage (family values, bride price, violence against women, population 
control, polygamy, domestic violence, Catholic men, Fathers and leaders), Government and politics 
(Church and politics, Bougainville crisis, elections, leadership in PNG, letters to the Prime Minister, 
corruption in PNG, village court systems, casinos in the Solomon Islands, deteriorating state of the 
nation, slush fund concerns, environment, nuclear disarmament, starvation), Health (HIV/AIDS, STDs, 
Church health services, drug abuse, rural health centres), Justice, peace and development (Famine 
relief, respect for human life, logging codes, imprisonment of refugees, Australian Asylum seekers), 
Law and order (guns, attacks, Deaths of Catholic Church members, violence in Port Moresby, death 
penalty, crime and punishment), Liturgy, Moral and pastoral issues (abortion, Respect for human life, 
pornography, Charismatic churches in Papua New Guinea, Youth) and Theology (pastoral letters). 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Archive of the Catholic Bishops Conference, Waigani, NCD, Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
 

AU PMB MS 1425 

Title: Selected Archives from the Catholic Bishop's Office in Kavieng 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: Digital PDF scanned from originals 

Name of creator: Roman Catholic Church, Kavieng 

Scope and content: 

This collection includes selected archives from the Catholic bishop’s office in Kavieng, New Ireland 
Province, Papua New Guinea. Papers describe the history of the Catholic Church in Kavieng, including 
meeting and conference papers, along with other official documentation. It also includes accounts of 
church personnel around and during World War II. This collection also includes documentation 
relating to the Australian Television Service, Australian War Crimes Commission, 1975 Independence 
Programme for Kavieng and the Catholic Handbook for PNG. See individual items for more detailed 
descriptions of content. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Institution: Archive at the Bishop’s Office, Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Kavieng Address: Kavieng, New Ireland Province Country: Papua New Guinea 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au.virtual.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB MS 1427 

Title: Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology theses 

Date(s): 1994 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 197 Digital PDF 

Name of creator: Pacific Theological College 

Scope and content: 

The Pacific Theological College (PTC) in Suva, Fiji, is an ecumenical institution founded in 1966 to 
assist in providing the Pacific churches a highly trained indigenous ministry. The College established 
an international reputation for quality theological education, particularly in the three core areas of 
Biblical Studies, Theology and History of Christianity. In 1987 it began a Master of Theology 
programme in Pacific Church History. The thesis is an integral part of the PTC's Bachelor of Divinity 
and Master of Theology programmes. Theses systematically apply detailed local knowledge to topics 
covering a broad range of cultural, social and political matters in the Pacific Islands. For student 
theses 1968– 1993 see PMB MS 1084 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: The George Knight Library, Pacific Theological College, Suva, Fiji 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB OMPA 

Title: Oceania Marist Province Archives 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: * 395 reels; 35mm microfilm. * 395 digital PDF 

Name of creator: Oceania Marist Province Archives 

Scope and content: 

The Oceania Marist Province Archives Series (OMPA) is the result of a special project during which 
records of the Catholic Church in islands of the Western Pacific were copied by Father Theo B. Cook, 
SM in collaboration with the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau. (Cook was born Theodorus Bernardus 
Wilhelmus Kok but chose to go by the name Cook in Australia: Povey, 2010). The OMPA series covers 
the Diocese of Tonga (OMPA 1-25), Diocese of Samoa and Tokelau (OMPA 26-74), Marist Fathers, 
Rome (OMPA 80-100), Diocese of Wallis and Futuna (OMPA 101-126), Diocese of Port Vila (OMPA 
127-178), Archdiocese of Noumea (OMPA 179-360) and the Oceania Marist Province Archives (OMPA 
361-400). Detailed indexes were prepared for the six diocese and those records copied in Rome. 
These can be found at http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/collections/microfilm.php or compiled in 
The Catholic Church in the Western Pacific: a guide to records on microfilm (Robert Langdon, ed.), 
Canberra, 1986. 

http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php
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Conditions governing access: Available for reference. Special authorisation is to be sought from the 
Oceania Marist Province Archives to publish entities such as diaries or whole sets of correspondence. 
Documents more recent than 50 years old and which are not of a public character are not to be 
published without the owner's permission. These conditions do not prevent a researcher from 
acquiring knowledge of facts of a private nature touching directly on the reputation of people, but 
the researcher is asked to use discretion in handling such information. 

Existence and location of originals: See individual items 

Existence and location of copies: * Digital copies can be viewed on ANU Library Open Research 
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/248812 * Microfilm copies were 
distributed to a number of libraries as part of the original microfilming project. See the indexes for 
further information http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/collections/microfilm.php 

 

AU PMB PHOTO 13 

Title: Photographs from Bougainville, East New Britain and Kerema, Papua New Guinea 

Date(s): 1945 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 44 photographs 

Name of creator: Taylor, Gwen 

Scope and content: 

This collection of 44 photographs documents time spent by Gwen and Tom Taylor at Buin Area 
School and Kerema in Bougainville, Papua New Guinea from 1945 to 1961. Most of the photographs 
relate to Buin Area School and document the physical appearance of the school and various aspects 
of life there. These include photographs of students in classrooms, making cane furniture, weaving, 
swimming and gardening. Several photographs show Gwen Taylor holding babies and being pictured 
with nuns. Tom Taylor is pictured in a classroom and mention is made of his role as the principal of 
the school at Buin. Some of the photographs depict special occasions and ceremonial events being 
celebrated by local people. There are good examples of houses, school buildings and a church. One 
photograph depicts the purchase of a new truck and there are a few photographs depicting canoes, 
including an outrigger canoe. Also pictured are boats, including the MV Gona. One photo appears to 
show artillery at Kokopo. A few photographs feature non-local adults and children posing for the 
camera. One photograph shows a large cloud of smoke and appears to be the burning of garden. 
Another shows an explosion in the sea. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau, to be transferred to the National 
Library of Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB PHOTO 16 

Title: Bougainville photographs 

Date(s): 1990 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 34 colour photographs scanned to digital format. 

Name of creator: Herkenhoff, Franz 

Scope and content: 

This collection of 34 photographs were taken by Fr. Franz Herkenhoff and Br. Bryan Leak between 
1990 and 1992 in Bougainville. The photographs document aspects of the Bougainville conflict as 
well as the people Fr. Herkenhoff worked and lived with. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB PHOTO 18 

Title: New Guinea Photographs, 1930 - 1940 

Date(s): 1930 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 7 jpgs 

Scope and content: 

Jack Read joined the Australian administration of the Mandated Territory of New Guinea as a Cadet 
in 1929. He worked as Patrol Officer in most parts of the Territory, having covered New Britain and 
the mainland from the Sepik River to the Morobe Goldfields, but had not been located in 
Bougainville until his appointment in November 1941 as Assistant District Officer in charge of the 
Buka Passage Sub-District, under District Officer Merrylees. Following the Japanese entry into the 
War on 8 Dec 1941, Read helped evacuate most European residents from Buka, established inland 
dumps of emergency provisions and shifted his administration to Bougainville island just before a 
Japanese attack on the Sub-District HQ on Sohano island on 24 January 1942. Following the winding 
up of civil administration in February 1942, Read, the only remaining government representative, 
was appointed Lieutenant in the Australian Navy under Lt. Commander Feldt with instructions to 
remain in Bougainville as a coastwatcher. See also PMB MS 1245 for Report by W. J. Read on coast 
watching activity Bougainville Island, 1941-1943, and PMB MS 1309 for Read 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 
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AU PMB PHOTO 33 

Title: Slides documenting the Baptist Mission in the Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea, 1971-
1973 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 217 colour 35mm slides 

Name of creator: Clingan, Jill 

Scope and content: 

A collection of slides from Papua New Guinea taken by Jill Clingan. The images document her time in 
Papua New Guinea working as a nurse for the Australian Baptist Mission from 1971-1973. The 
images cover several aspects of her life in the Western Highlands in PNG, including the mission 
station, her work as a nurse, the hospital, clinic visits, daily living, gardens, food and cooking, aspects 
of traditional PNG culture and celebrations including sing-sings, Christmas, health surveys and visits 
to other nearby missions. Places visited include Baiyer valley, Baiyer river, Southern Highlands, 
Kiwinkia, Giimanda, Mt. Hagen, Wewak, Lumusa gorge, Wahgi Valley, Kudjip, Giimanda, Madang, Kar 
Kar Island, Ramu Valley, Ramu River, Lae. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Person: Jill Clingan Address: Flynn, Canberra Country: Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB PHOTO 40 

Title: Postcards of German New Guinea 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: * 60 postcards scanned to digital * 1 folder scanned to digital * 120 digital items 

Name of creator: Pethebridge, Samuel Augustus 

Scope and content: 

This collection of 60 postcards and photographs of German New Guinea, all dated 1912-1916, were 
transferred to David Kaus at the National Museum of Australia by Merrell Davis and Catherine Evans, 
included with the papers of Ellestan Dusting. Dusting served as private secretary to Australian 
Minister for External Territories, Sir Paul Hasluck, and as Vice President of the Pan Pacific and South 
East Asia Women’s Association (PPSEAWA). Mr Kaus transferred the photographs to the PMB on 28 
January 2011. Though these postcards were collected by Dusting, the envelope in which they are 
held is signed by R.G. Bowen and a number of the photographs are marked as having been taken by, 
or given to Bowen by a Col. Pethebridge, or ‘administrator’. It is possible the photos were given to Sir 
Paul Hasluck as some of his paper were amongst those of Dusting. Lieutenant R.G. Bowen, RAN, was 
amongst the first Australians to fight German troops in World War I. On 11 September 1914, 
Lieutenant Bowen landed at Kakabaul in New Britain with No. 6 Company of the Naval Battalion of 
the Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force, to destroy the main German wireless station in 

http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php


the area. At the outbreak of war, Col. Sir Samuel Augustus Pethebridge, believed to be the 
photographer or sender of some of these images, took command of the Australian North-West 
Pacific Expedition, raised to occupy German islands north of the equator. Before the expedition could 
sail, the British government decided to allow the North Pacific islands to be left in the hands of their 
Japanese occupiers. Pethebridge suggested that his unit, known as Tropical Force, might be used to 
relieve the expeditionary force led by Colonel W. Holmes which had captured German New Guinea in 
the first weeks of the war. This was accepted, and in January 1915, Pethebridge succeeded Holmes as 
administrator at Rabaul. In January 1917, he contracted malaria which forced his return to Australia, 
where he died a year later. The photos contained in this collection show people and infrastructure of 
German New Guinea (Deutsch-Neuguinea) including the Bismark Archipelago (hotels, churches), 
Rabaul (wharf, naval headquarters, hospital, China Town, ship building yard), the Bita Paka wireless 
radio station at Kabakaul and the wireless station and at Morobe (along with the District Officer’s 
residence and police quarters). The photos also feature Herbertshoe (naval signal post, hospital and 
German soldiers). There are also images of people (police, singsing, traditional headdress) and 
landscapes, including volcano Mt Mother, Mt Daughter, the beehive rock, plantations and a giant fig 
tree. Sources: Naval Historical Society of Australia, The Navy in New Guinea in 1914, 
http://www.navyhistory.org.au/the-navy-in-new-guinea-in-1914/ Australian Dictionary of Biography 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Pacific Manuscripts Bureau 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB PHOTO 46 

Title: Photographs: Papua New Guinea 1966-1988 

Date(s): 1966 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 2290 35mm slides and photographic prints scanned to digital format 

Name of creator: Gammage, Bill 

Scope and content: 

PMB Photo 46 is a collection of 2291 photographs Bill Gammage took of Papua New Guinea subjects 
over 22 years from March 1966 to September 1988. It can be divided into four sections. The first 
section (March to November 1966, August 1968, and March 1970) has about 200 photos. The 
subjects include: June Valley and the first Preliminary Year of the University of Papua New Guinea 
(UPNG), the Administrative College (Adcol), the buildings at Port Moresby Showground which served 
as university lecture theatres, students, staff, rugby union football matches between the 
university/Adcol team known as Aduni and other local teams. Town (Port Moresby) subjects include 
Fairfax Harbour, the seaplane hangar area, Koki market, Girl Guide Shop, Cuthbertson Street, House 
of Assembly, Ela Beach, war memorials, Anzac Day, and the suburb of Boroko. Outside Port Moresby 
subjects include Bomana War Cemetery, Idlers Bay and the villages of Porebada, Hanuabada, Kapa 
Kapa, and Lea Lea. In the hills behind Port Moresby, subjects include Crystal Rapids, Sirinumu Dam, 
Hombrom Bluff, Sogeri, Rouna Falls, the Kokoda Trail monument, Owers Corner, Uberi and Goldie 

http://www.navyhistory.org.au/the-navy-in-new-guinea-in-1914/
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River. Other subjects include the Kokoda Trail from Kokoda to Templeton’s Crossing and the 
Menyamya sub-district of Morobe. Among the people photographed are Tony Voutas, Peter Metcalf, 
Hank Nelson, Peter Munster, Thomas Tobunbun, Ken Inglis and Leo Morgan. Complementing the 
photos of this period are two chapters - “Moresby 1966” in Australians in Papua New Guinea 1960-
1975 and “The Boy from Boort” in a book of the same name (both published in 2014) and the article 
“What Kaindi Expects” published in Nation, Sydney (No. 210, 14 January, 1967). The second section 
(February 1972 to December 1976) has about 1500 photos. They show people and places in nineteen 
of the twenty provinces - Central, East Sepik, East New Britain, Eastern Highlands, Western 
Highlands, Western, Gulf, Morobe, Madang, Milne Bay, Enga, New Ireland, Manus, Southern 
Highlands, Bougainville, Simbu, Northern/Oro, West Sepik/Sandaun and the National Capital District. 
Subjects include men, women and children, agriculture, cash crops, plantations, mines, infrastructure 
(roads, bridges, airstrips, communications towers), buildings (houses, offices, spirit houses, schools, 
aid posts), sing-sings, pig kills and exchanges, mission stations, environment (rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes, landscapes and seascapes), flowers, birds, animals, insects, and suburban life in Boroko 
including that of single men from the Highlands who wanted jobs in town. Their story is told in “The 
Men from Gono” (Overland, Winter, 1975). Other articles include “Moresby or the bush” (Current 
Affairs Bulletin, 50 (11), April 1974), “Tinmanmale of Taunsip” (Oral History (PNG), 3 (5), 1975 (with 
Rabbie Namaliu)), and “Maclay comes to Gorendu”, ( Oral History (PNG], 4 (1), 1976). Other subjects 
include UPNG, graduations, the Goroka Show, the Hagen Show, the Port Moresby Show, Anzac Day, 
and the Independence celebrations of 1975. Sites relating to both traditional warfare and to World 
Wars 1 and 2, individual graves, cemeteries, memorials and plaques, are also subjects. Included 
among the headstones and memorials photographed are the grave at Lagui, Salamaua, of Corporal 
Anis of the Native Constabulary Branch of the New Guinea Police, and a memorial to Baros of Sirovi 
at Kieta. Headstones for Victoria Cross (VC) winners are those of Fijian Corporal Sefanaia Sukanaivalu 
at Bitapaka near Rabaul, and Australians Private BS Kingsbury at Bomana and Flight Lieutenant Bill 
Newton at Lae. The sites at which two VCs were won - Mission Hill at Wewak where Private Ted 
Kenna won his VC and the ground at Sattelberg up which Sergeant “Diver” Derrick attacked - are also 
subjects, as is the sign marking the place where Mavis Parkinson and Sister May Hayman of Gona 
Mission Station were executed. Research trips including to Bulldog Landing, Misima and Woodlark 
Islands, Wau and Bulolo, East New Britain and New Ireland are subjects. Complementing the photos 
of the East New Britain and New Ireland research trip are “The Rabaul Strike 1929” (Journal of Pacific 
History, Vol 10, No. 3 (1975)) and the Australian Dictionary of Biography entry on Sumsuma. The trip 
to Misima and Woodlark contributed to Hank Nelson’s Black, white and gold: gold mining in Papua 
New Guinea, 1878-1930 (ANU Press, 1976). Walks are also subjects and include Kaintiba to 
Menyamya, Kosipe to Tapini, and (by others) Efogi to the Koiari access road. Among the people 
photographed are Ken Inglis, Tony Voutas, Hank Nelson, Elton Brash, David Hegarty, Jim Fingleton, 
Mike Manning, Chris Gregory, Mary Jane Mountain, Michael Somare, Gough Whitlam, Rabbie 
Namaliu, Kateo, Manning Clark, Dymphna Clark, Peter Munster, Nora Brash, Zedekia Ngavirue, 
Bertha Ngavirue, John Kaputin, Margaret Loko, Martha and Grandma George, Albert Speer, Rhys and 
Dorothy Healey, Bill Standish and John and Tim Moresby. The third section (July 1980 to December 
1985) has about 200 photos. Subjects include Port Moresby, the South Pacific Arts Festival, the 
Eastern Highlands, Chimbu, Western Highlands, Enga including Porgera gold mine, East Sepik, 
Western, Madang and Gulf provinces. Among the people photographed are patrol officers and 
explorers Jim Taylor and John Black and their wives Yerima and Dawn, and Sione Latukefu. John Black 
was also photographed with explorer Ivan Champion. See Australian Dictionary of Biography entries 
for Taylor, Black and Champion. The fourth section (September 1987 to September 1988) has about 
370 photos. The main subject is field research for work on the 1938 Hagen-Sepik Patrol. In part, this 
work involved retracing the route that the patrol had taken, plus visiting provinces from which police 



or carriers were recruited. Copies of photos taken in 1938, most by Pat Walsh, were shown to 
relatives and other people along the route and also helped locate key sites on the 1938 journey. 
People who took part in the patrol, mostly as carriers or police, were interviewed and photographed. 
Sites include the camp site at Hoiyevia, the Strickland Gorge crossing, the Telefomin camp, and 
Porgera gold mine. Recent developments in the area including the newly opened mine at Mt Kare are 
also photographed. Among the Papua New Guinean subjects are policemen Bus of Yuringo, Manus, 
and Kowuwu of Aro, Morobe, cook Aire Onesa and carrier Sepeka both from Lower Bena, Eastern 
Highlands, Nifinim at Telefomin, West Sepik/Sandaun, and Suni at Olsobip, Western Province. 
Kwarima Ubuma of Hoiyevia is photographed as is Meta near Mt Hagen and Mainch of Karo near 
Ramdi. Meg and Daisy Taylor are also photographed. A film My Father, My Country was produced in 
1989 and the book The Sky Travellers: Journeys in New Guinea 1938-1939 published in 1998 
(Melbourne University Press). Other related publications are a commentary ‘John Black’s “Anatomy 
of a Hanging: Malignant Homicidal Sorcery in the Upper Markham Valley…”’, (Journal of Pacific 
History, 33 (2), December, 1998) and an article “Sorcery in New Guinea, 1938 and 1988”(Journal of 
Pacific History, 41, June, 2006). 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Bill Gammage, Canberra, Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

 

AU PMB PHOTO 55 

Title: Photographs of Papua New Guinea 

Date(s): 1996 (Creation) 

Level of description: Collection 

Extent and medium: 918 photographic prints scanned to digital format 

Name of creator: Gammage, Jan 

Scope and content: 

PMBPhoto 55 is a collection of 927 photographs by Jan Gammage of Papua New Guinea subjects, 
taken over 10 years from August 1996 to October 2006. The photos can be divided into three 
sections. The first and main section has about 600 photos taken between August 1996 and October 
2006 and relates to AusAID and some of its development project work. In this period, AusAID was 
the agency within the Australian government responsible for the overseas aid and development 
program. Subjects include AusAID staff posted from Canberra or engaged locally, Papua New 
Guineans engaged in implementation and management, and consultants and contractors. Subject 
bilateral projects include two in infrastructure - the National Roads Regravelling and Sealing Project 
(NRRSP) and the PNG Maritime College Project, and two in law and justice - the Correctional Services 
Development Project (CSDP) and the Royal PNG Constabulary Development Project (known as the 
Police project). Other AusAID funded projects involved Papua New Guinean and Australian non-
government organisations. Of such projects the Community Development Scheme (CDS), the Church 
Partnership Program (CPP), the PNG National HIV/AIDS Support Project (PNG NHASP) and the PNG 
Australia Sexual Health Improvement Program (PASHIP) are subjects. What came to be known as The 
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GoodNews Workshop, organised in Madang by the ANU’s State Society and Governance in Melanesia 
project (SSGM) in collaboration with the Divine Word University, is also a subject. AusAID projects 
worked at the national, provincial and community level across PNG. They are subjects in the National 
Capital District and the following provinces: Central, Milne Bay, Oro, Morobe, Madang, East Sepik, 
East New Britain, Bougainville and the Western Highlands. All project documents, including regular 
reports and reviews, should be available in PNG and Australian Government records. See also the 
complementary SSGM publication Development Bulletin, No. 67, April 2005, Effective Development 
in Papua New Guinea, edited by David Hegarty and Pamela Thomas. PNG beyond the confines of the 
development project also became a subject including in Port Moresby the Ela Beach Craft Market 
and PNG Arts, Loloata, Samarai, a birdwing butterfly, birds including hornbills, George the white 
cockatoo, female and male eclectus parrots, and a goura pigeon. Volcanoes including KarKar off the 
Madang coast and Tavurvur off the East New Britain coast, were subjects. At Keltiga near Mt Hagen a 
re-enactment of the coming of the white man to the PNG highlands was a subject and military 
subjects include the memorial and plaque on Mission Hill, Wewak, and the War memorial and 
Library Institute on Samarai. Among the subjects are the following people: Siwi Morep, Sam Inguba, 
Richard Sikani, Ruby Zarriga, Bart Philemon, Brunie Dangar-Christian, Helen Hakena, Delphine Lesi, 
Daisy Taylor, Daera Morgan and family, Sir Mekere and Lady Roslyn Morauta, Mike Manning, Relly 
Manning, Mel Togolo, Anna Ballinger Togolo, Janet Philemon, Pena Ou, Sir Pita Lus, Pauline Doonar 
(Nakmai), Dorothy Luana, Grace (Isako) Feka, and Nora Brash. Hartmut Holzknecht, David 
Kavanamur, Loa George, Elizabeth Cox and Regina Paim, Brother Pat Howley, Yerima Taylor, Sarah 
Garap, Scarlett Epstein, Thomas Webster, and Nono Gideon are also subjects. The second section 
(December 1997 to February 1998) comprises over 300 photos. The subject is Operation Bel Isi, a 
regional initiative initially led by New Zealand, to support Bougainville in its effort to bring peace. The 
photos are a record from my perspective as a civilian truce monitor, selected from AusAID, over a 
period of two months. Subjects include the first phase of the Australian contribution to the mission 
from its beginnings in Sydney, and its arrival in Bougainville at Aropa airstrip, to the living conditions, 
training and establishment of teams at Loloho, Arawa, deployment to one of four team sites and the 
life and work of the Buka Truce Monitoring Team. Other subjects include the town and villages of 
Buka Island, Wakunai and Tinputz on the east coast of North Bougainville, Togerau inland from the 
east coast with the volcano Mt Balbi looming over it, Kunua, Kuraio and Torokina on the west coast, 
and Kalil and Balil on Nissan Island. Among the subjects are the following people: Lieutenant Colonel 
Mele Saubulinayau of Fiji, Bougainville Transitional Government Minister for Local Level Government 
Agnes Titus, Sir Paul Lapun, Sister Lorraine Garasu, Major Dave Samuels, Helen Hakena, Getsi 
Tanahan, Ben Kamda, Joe Pais, Joan Jerome, Monica Smith, Paul Akoitai, Bessie Rerevate, Christine 
Hou, Eddie Mohin, Elma Kaskas, Josephine Sition, and Mariann Tonsala. Complementing the photos 
is a chapter “A Truce Monitor” in Australians’ Experiences Monitoring Peace in Bougainville, 1997-
2001: Without a Gun (edited by Monica Wehner and Donald Denoon, Pandanus Books, Research 
School of Pacific and Asian Studies, ANU, 2001) and a seminar paper Messages from the Women of 
Bougainville, given at AusAID for International Womens’ Day 1998. A short version of this paper was 
published in Amida Australia-Asia, Vol. 4, No.1, Mar-Apr 1998. In addition, as with the projects in the 
first section, a large number of reports and reviews of this mission should be available in Australian 
Government records. The third section is PNG people and events in Australia (about 16 photos over 
the period August 1998 to June 2006). Subjects include the launch by Hank Nelson at the PNG High 
Commission in Canberra of Bill Gammage’s book The Sky Travellers in August 1998, the PNG Mining 
and Petroleum Conference in November 1998 in Sydney, people who worked on AusAID projects 
visiting AusAID in Canberra (including December 2002 and May 2006), the visit of John Waiko for a 
showing of ‘Minister without Money’ a film made by his son Bau Waiko (September 2005) , and the 
fundraiser for people affected by Cyclone Larry organised by the PNG community in Canberra (June 



2006). This subject area includes the following people: Sir Rabbie Namaliu, Bill Gammage, Bill 
Searson, Robert Harden, Sir Anthony Siaguru, John Garnaut, Helga Griffin, John Waiko, PNG High 
Commissioner Charles Lepani, Kathy and Vertanya Lepani, Joe Tauvasa and Aivu Guise Tauvasa, Anna 
Chikali-Westcott and Hani Dietz. 

Conditions governing access: Available for reference 

Existence and location of originals: Jan Gammage, Canberra, Australia 

Existence and location of copies: Access this title at PMB Member Libraries or by contacting the 
Bureau directly: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/accessing.php 

VIDEO: Taylor_03: Buin, Bougainville, 1954-1956. Available on request. 

 

***** 
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