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An Introduction to the ANU 
College of Asia and the Pacific

The ANU College of Asia and the Pacific (CAP) is the world’s 
leading centre for understanding human development 
and organisation in the Asia-Pacific. We uncover the past, 
inform the present, and help shape the future to address 
the region’s greatest challenges.

As the global leader in Asia-Pacific studies in the humanities and social 
sciences, CAP brings together deep disciplinary expertise, world-class 
language teaching, and region-focused research with direct policy impact.

We are Australia’s gateway to Asia and the Pacific—a hub of knowledge, 
engagement, and opportunity. Recognised as a trusted partner for 
students, policymakers and practitioners alike, CAP connects Australia 
to its region and the world.

What we do
At CAP, we deliver world-leading research and teaching across 
anthropology, archaeology, diplomacy, gender studies, history, 
international relations, languages and linguistics, media and 
communication, politics, public policy, and security and defence studies.

We provide the platform for the engagement of the Australian National 
University (ANU) with the Asia-Pacific, working across the university to 
shape strategy, inform policy, and foster impactful regional partnerships.

As a trusted convener, CAP brings together scholars, policymakers, 
and communities to tackle the region’s most urgent challenges — from war 
and conflict to climate change, sustainability, and social justice.
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Strategic Priorities: 
Building Capability for 
Asia‑Pacific Leadership

Strengthening our national mission and 
meeting our unique responsibilities
Since its inception, CAP has been dedicated to advancing knowledge 
and understanding of the complex issues facing the Asia-Pacific 
region. Our goal is to contribute to scholarly work on the region, 
while also informing policy and practice related to critical topics 
such as development, security, governance, sustainability, culture, 
identity and languages.

We are committed to fostering a vibrant intellectual and 
cultural community and promoting a culture of diversity, 
inclusivity, equity and respect for First Nations peoples.

Conducting research that transforms society 
and creates national capability
Encouraging interdisciplinary research is essential for CAP to tackle 
complex societal problems and create national capability. By bringing 
together scholars from different fields, we can draw on diverse 
perspectives and expertise to generate innovative solutions and 
approaches to longstanding issues.

We are dedicated to attracting and supporting exceptional early- 
to mid‑career researchers, with a particular focus on national priorities 
like cybersecurity and economic growth. Moreover, we are committed 
to establishing robust partnerships with industry, government and 
civil society to maximise the impact of our research.
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Delivering a student experience equal 
to the world’s best
We strive to provide our students with an unparalleled educational 
experience that rivals the best in the world. To achieve this, CAP focuses 
on delivering academically rigorous courses enriched by world-leading 
research. Our students benefit from small class sizes, high-quality 
teaching and interactive learning methods.

We are committed to creating a vibrant and inclusive campus community 
where students have access to a wide range of opportunities and support 
services to aid in their personal and professional growth.

Being a standard-bearer for equity 
and inclusion
At CAP, we understand the crucial role equity, diversity and inclusivity play 
in creating a lively campus culture. Our goal is to cultivate an environment 
where everyone feels welcome and appreciated regardless of background 
or identity.

To achieve this, we are committed to promoting the importance and 
presence of First Nations perspectives and knowledge in our work across 
the region, offering programs that improve access and inclusion for both 
staff and students and, lastly, renewing our recruitment practices to 
ensure they align with our equity and diversity goals.
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Research that Drives 
Regional Transformation

CAP conducts research that addresses the most pressing 
challenges facing Asia and the Pacific today. Our interdisciplinary 
approach connects academic excellence with policy solutions, 
delivering evidence‑based insights that inform decision-making 
across government, international organisations, and civil society.

Research themes
Understanding societies and cultural change
Anthropology provides critical insights into identity, migration, and social 
transformation across Asia-Pacific societies. Our ethnographic research 
informs policy on urbanisation, development, and community resilience, 
helping governments and organisations understand how global forces 
reshape local communities and cultural practices.

Uncovering long-term environmental and social patterns
Archaeological and environmental research reveals the deep history of 
human-environment interactions that shape contemporary challenges. 
This knowledge informs climate adaptation strategies, sustainable 
development policies, and heritage preservation initiatives across 
the region.

Comprehensive analysis of Asia’s rising global influence
Asian studies research tracks economic, political, and cultural 
developments across the world’s most dynamic region. Our analysis 
supports strategic planning for governments, businesses, 
and international organisations navigating Asia’s growing global 
importance and complex internal dynamics.
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Transforming gender equality and cultural understanding
Gender and cultural studies research addresses changing social 
dynamics, media representation, and identity formation across 
Asia‑Pacific societies. This work informs policies on gender equality, 
social inclusion, and cultural diplomacy that strengthen regional 
cooperation and development outcomes.

Historical context for contemporary challenges
Historical research provides essential context for understanding current 
regional tensions, governance systems, and international relationships. 
Our scholars inform diplomatic strategies, conflict resolution approaches, 
and policy frameworks by revealing the deep historical roots of 
contemporary issues.

Navigating great power competition and regional security
International relations research tackles nuclear disarmament, 
territorial disputes, alliance structures, and multilateral governance 
challenges. Our analysis directly supports foreign policy development, 
strategic planning, and diplomatic initiatives across government and 
international organisations.

Preserving linguistic diversity and cultural heritage
Languages and linguistics research documents and revitalises over 
2,000 Asia-Pacific languages whilst building essential translation and 
interpretation capabilities. This work supports cultural preservation, 
educational policy, and diplomatic communication across the region’s 
diverse linguistic landscape.
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Building Pacific resilience and sustainable development
Pacific studies research addresses climate change adaptation, 
governance challenges, and development pathways specific to Pacific 
Island nations. Our work directly supports regional cooperation initiatives, 
climate finance mechanisms, and sustainable development strategies.

Strengthening human security and conflict prevention
Peace and security research examines migration pressures, health 
security threats, gender-based violence, and conflict prevention 
strategies. This analysis informs humanitarian policy, development 
programming, and regional security frameworks addressing 
transnational challenges.

Analysing diverse governance systems and political transitions
Political science research spans authoritarian systems, democratic 
transitions, and governance innovations from China to Pacific microstates. 
Our comparative analysis supports democratic development programs, 
governance reform initiatives, and electoral assistance across diverse 
political contexts.

Connecting governance, society, and regional stability
Politics, society, and culture research examines leadership patterns, 
development challenges, and social movements that influence regional 
stability. This work informs policy on women’s political participation, 
social cohesion, and conflict prevention strategies.

Strategic analysis for regional security and diplomacy
Security and strategy research addresses maritime security, 
transnational threats, alliance dynamics, and strategic competition. 
Our analysis directly supports defence planning, diplomatic strategy, 
and multilateral security cooperation across the Indo-Pacific region.
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Mapping Our Research

Researchers at CAP are active in more than 40 areas of Australia, 
the Asia‑Pacific region and the world. Active areas are shown on the 
map and a full listing of academic researchers is available at the end 
of this publication.

Number of researchers

0 40

12 ANU College of Asia and the Pacific



Number of Researchers and Areas
•	 Afghanistan� 2

•	 Australia� 36

•	 Bangladesh� 2

•	 Cambodia� 3

•	 China� 32

•	 East Asia� 10

•	 Fiji� 25

•	 French Polynesia� 5 
(territory of France)

•	 India� 16

•	 Indonesia� 26

•	 Japan� 19

•	 Laos� 1

•	 Malaysia� 7

•	 Micronesia, Fed. Sts.� 5

•	 Mongolia� 2

•	 Myanmar� 9

•	 Nepal� 1

•	 New Caledonia � 5 
(territory of France)

•	 New Zealand� 7

•	 North Korea � 11 
(Democratic People’s  
Republic of Korea)

•	 Pacific� 30

•	 Pakistan� 3

•	 Palau� 3

•	 Papua New Guinea� 29

•	 Philippines� 7

•	 Samoa� 6

•	 Singapore� 3

•	 Solomon Islands� 10

•	 South Asia� 11

•	 Southeast Asia� 29

•	 South Korea� 16

•	 Sri Lanka� 4

•	 Taiwan� 6

•	 Thailand� 7

•	 Timor-Leste� 9

•	 Tonga� 7

•	 United Kingdom� 7

•	 United States� 14

•	 Vanuatu� 7

•	 Vietnam� 5
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Schools, Regional Institutes 
and Centres

The strength of CAP lies in the breadth and depth of its expertise, 
united through our research schools and internationally recognised 
regional institutes and centres. Each is a leader in its own field, 
yet together they form an unrivalled hub in Australia and one of 
the world’s foremost centres for Asia-Pacific knowledge.

Research schools
Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs
The Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs is a distinguished centre for 
the study of politics, international relations, and security in Asia and the 
Pacific. Named after renowned Australian scholar and diplomat Coral 
Bell, the School has a long tradition of bridging academic insight with 
real‑world policy impact.

School of Culture, History and Language
The School of Culture, History and Language is a globally unique 
hub dedicated to the deep study of Asia and the Pacific’s peoples, 
languages, and traditions. Its scope is unmatched anywhere in the world: 
from archaeology and anthropology to modern history, linguistics, 
and cultural studies.
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Regional institutes and centres
The ANU Regional Institutes are hubs for interdisciplinary research and 
innovative collaboration, drawing together a network of scholars from 
across ANU. The Institutes regularly host international scholars, convene 
high-level conferences and deliver a range of seminars, workshops and 
public lectures that delve into some of the most pressing challenges 
facing the region.

Australian Centre on China in the World
The Australian Centre on China in the World (CIW) is a leading 
international institution for Chinese studies. CIW supports scholarship 
and education that furthers understanding of the Chinese world — 
the People’s Republic of China, Taiwan and the Chinese diaspora.

ANU Indonesia Institute
The ANU Indonesia Institute’s mission is to provide a central information 
hub for all Indonesia-focused programs, research, and courses at the ANU, 
and to support academic interaction with our partners across and beyond 
academia in Australia and Indonesia.

ANU Japan Institute
The ANU Japan Institute is Australia’s largest network of scholars with 
professional expertise on Japan. Members research and teach in disciplines 
spanning art, economics, environment, health, history, international relations, 
language, law, linguistics, politics, regulation and Japanese Studies.
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ANU Korea Institute
The ANU Korea Institute seeks to facilitate cutting-edge research and 
enhance the teaching of Korean language and Korean studies at ANU 
to strengthen the ties between Korea and Australia, and to further the 
field of Korean Studies globally.

ANU Malaysia Institute
The Australian National University is one of the world’s leading 
academic institutions for the study of Malaysia. The ANU Malaysia 
Institute serves as an academic hub for Malaysia-related activities 
at ANU and Australia-wide.

ANU Mongolia Institute
The ANU Mongolia Institute was founded in 2012 to promote Mongolian 
Studies, not only at the ANU but also throughout Australasia.

The Institute is now a key hub globally — supporting the development 
of research networks focused on Mongolia and showcasing activities 
related to Mongolia at ANU, including Mongolian language, history 
and area-focused courses.  

ANU Myanmar Research Centre
The Australian National University is home to one of the largest 
concentrations of Myanmar/Burma specialists in the world. 
ANU has played a central role in regional debate about political, 
social, and economic change and reform in Myanmar/Burma.

The ANU Myanmar Research Centre was launched in 2015. Since then, 
the Centre has served as the university’s academic hub for Myanmar 
activities. The Centre provides a flexible and inclusive structure to 
maintain its activities, build relationships with our Myanmar partners, 
and create new opportunities for ANU staff and students.
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ANU Pacific Institute
The Pacific Institute serves as a hub connecting and promoting 
Pacific Studies research, teaching and training at ANU.

The Pacific Institute celebrates the remarkable engagements ANU staff 
and students have had with the peoples of the Pacific Islands over the 
past seven decades and how these interactions have helped shape our 
collective understanding of the region.

The ANU has a long tradition of intensive engagement with the Pacific 
region and is the leading centre for Pacific Studies in Australia.

ANU Philippines Institute
The ANU Philippines Institute serves as a hub for comprehensive 
expertise and advice to policymakers and practitioners in the Philippines 
and Australia and is committed to building stronger research connections 
between the two countries. It plays a critical role in bridging research 
and policy knowledge through a rich understanding of Philippine politics, 
economics and socio-cultural dynamics. 

ANU Southeast Asia Institute
The ANU Southeast Asia Institute aims to maintain and promote the role 
of The Australian National University as the world’s premier institution 
in the field of Southeast Asian studies, through the conduct of research, 
the practice of teaching, and a broad range of outreach activities.

The ANU Southeast Asia Institute prioritizes research, initiatives, and 
activities that develop explicitly regional approaches to Southeast Asia.

ANU South Asia Research Institute
The ANU South Asia Research Institute fosters cutting-edge 
multidisciplinary research on South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka). Examining the 
region’s rich past, complex present, and global impact, we illuminate 
its importance to Asia, the Pacific, Australia and the world.
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Coral Bell School 
of Asia Pacific Affairs

The Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs is recognised as the 
pre-eminent centre in the region and one of the best in the world 
for research excellence and policy analysis in the international, 
political, societal, diplomatic and strategic affairs of Asia and 
the Pacific. 

The School is named after Dr Coral Bell AO, one of Australia’s leading 
intellectuals whose ideas on the big issues of war and peace, great power 
relationships, alliances and global and regional security architecture 
made a direct and lasting impact on international policy debate. 

The School has four academic units committed to delivering distinctive 
excellence in research that positively influences policy in Australia and 
enhances engagement in Asia and the Pacific region. 

The School is at the forefront of public discourse on issues that will 
shape the direction of Australia and the region for generations to come.
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The Coral Bell School is home to four longstanding multi-disciplinary 
academic units, each bringing distinct strength to our collective endeavours.

Academic units

Department of International Relations 
The first of its kind in Australia and continues its role as a leader in 
the study of global politics, known for its combination of theoretical 
innovation, ethical awareness and regional expertise. 

Strategic and Defence Studies Centre 
Focuses on the complexity of Asia’s strategic environment, Australia’s 
place in it and the analysis (or role) of armed force in international affairs. 

Department of Political and Social Change
Internationally renowned for its world-leading social science research 
expertise on the domestic politics and societies of Asia, especially China 
and Southeast Asia (with a particular focus on Indonesian politics).

Department of Pacific Affairs 
Hosts the largest number of Pacific expertise in the world and is recognised  
internationally for its applied multidisciplinary research and analysis 
concerning contemporary state, society and governance in the Pacific.
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Research
The Coral Bell School has built a unique concentration of research 
expertise in Asia and the Pacific across various disciplinary specialisations. 
This expertise is increasingly salient given the rapid changes in the 
region’s politics, economics, security and societies. The School is 
committed to high-quality, multi-disciplinary and impactful research. 
It maintains a strong record of research partnerships with other 
universities, government agencies and international organisations. 
Additionally, the School collaborates and helps build capacity with 
regional partners and local communities.

Overarching research themes and related projects include — but are 
not limited to — Regional Security, Strategy and Diplomacy; 
Peace, Conflict and Human Security; and Politics, Society and Culture.

Regional security, strategy and diplomacy 
The geostrategic environment in the Asia Pacific has grown increasingly 
more complex. New organisations, with regional and sub-regional groupings, 
are becoming more active, while countries such as China and Indonesia 
have become much more visible and influential in regional affairs. 
The School’s research expertise in regional security, strategy and 
diplomacy spans themes such as great power competition and alliances; 
order transition and revolution; nuclear weapons and strategic stability; 
maritime security; artificial intelligence and autonomous systems; 
transnational security challenges; soft power, influence and public diplomacy,  
political economy and the nexus between economic and security issues;  
Pacific and indigenous diplomacy; non-state actor diplomacy; 
and Australian defence policy.
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Peace, conflict and human security
In the 21st century, the need for effective peacebuilding and conflict 
resolution is as great as ever. In the face of long-running unresolved 
conflicts, human security problems and issues have gained increasing 
attention on global and regional security agendas as well as in Australia’s 
foreign policy. The research profile of the School’s academics cuts 
across global and regional affairs in the areas of violence, conflict 
and peacebuilding; transitional justice; urbanisation; global migration 
and forced displacement; child rights and protection, humanitarianism, 
crisis responses, and the Responsibility to Protect (R2P); gender-based and 
domestic violence; women’s economic empowerment; health security; 
and ethics, history and cultures. 

Politics, society and culture 
Coral Bell School researchers have considerable expertise on the political 
and social dynamics of all major states in Asia and the Pacific, including 
China, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon 
Islands. The School’s scholarship includes award-winning  
contributions in the areas of electoral systems, political party development,  
democratisation, clientelism, populism, religious and environmental politics, 
women’s leadership, political economy, corruption, regime change 
and conflict resolution. Researchers also investigate some of the most 
pressing development issues in Pacific Island countries including the 
relationships between state structures and capabilities, society and 
societal transformations, and governance in the Pacific.
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School of Culture, History 
and Language

The School of Culture, History and Language is the main arena 
for humanistic enquiry, including the study of languages and 
cultures within the College. With more than 150 academic 
staff and researchers, the School is home to some of the most 
respected and internationally renowned scholars and experts 
in their fields.

The School’s combination of in-depth engagement with the languages, 
modern and profound histories, cultures, societies and polities of Asia  
and the Pacific is unique. The intersection of the area and disciplinary 
modes of organisation creates productive patterns of cross-fertilisation,  
enabling innovative interdisciplinary, cross-disciplinary and transdisciplinary  
research that addresses dynamic changes in the region and the academy. 

The School brings together a wide range of disciplines, including anthropology,  
archaeology, cultural studies, gender studies, history, linguistics 
and languages, all of which contribute to the School’s profound knowledge  
of Asia and the Pacific. Through its research and teaching programs, 
the School is dedicated to advancing our understanding of the region’s 
complex cultural and historical contexts and fostering cross-cultural 
dialogue and mutual respect.
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Research

CoEDL: The beginnings of a timeless legacy
Language. It’s perhaps the most remarkable innovation in the history of 
the human species, giving us an effective means to cooperate in groups, 
pursue complex ideas and develop unique perspectives of our world. 
Language is diverse, dynamic and ever-evolving, and for the past 
eight years, the ARC Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of Language 
(CoEDL) was deeply focused on understanding why the world’s languages 
are designed so differently — and how our minds acquire and exploit them 
to achieve different outcomes — to help generate important scientific 
insights and exciting new technologies. How do languages vary? 
How do we learn and process them? And how do they evolve? Since 2014, 
CoEDL has worked to investigate, support and transform the language 
sciences. Towards this purpose, at the heart of the Centre’s approach 
was structuring its research according to four basic puzzles.

Language Diversity: CoEDL linguists worked alongside communities 
to document, preserve and understand more than 210 languages.

Language Learning: This program focuses on how children and adults 
learn languages in under-researched contexts with social, educational 
and economic significance in Australia and across the globe. 

Language Processing: In CoEDL’s Processing program, researchers 
investigated how humans can rapidly perceive, produce and understand 
language given the global scale of linguistic diversity.

Language Evolution: CoEDL’s Evolution program explored how language 
emerged and how and why it continues to change over time.
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The Centre wound down at the end of 2022. Still, it has left behind a 
legacy of research excellence and leadership in the language sciences, 
replete with path-breaking and pioneering work defining the roadmap 
for language study.

Secrets of Kuwae begin to be revealed
The massive eruption of the Kuwae volcano in the 1450s CE was one of 
the most significant volcanic events in the world over the past 2,000 years, 
with substantial impacts locally in Vanuatu, regionally and globally.

Locally, it tore apart the former island of Kuwae, leaving the islands of 
Tongoa and Epi as its remnants and profoundly reconfiguring the political, 
linguistic and ecological landscapes of central Vanuatu. Regionally, 
the eruption triggered major tsunamis, transformed exchange networks 
and caused shifts in climate. Globally, Kuwae is credited with launching 
the Little Ice Age (~1450–1530 CE) and devastating economies worldwide.

Associate Professor Stuart Bedford and Associate Professor Chris Ballard 
are leading an ARC-funded Discovery project, together with Auckland 
University volcanologist Shane Cronin, which aims to confirm the date 
and the scale of the Kuwae eruption at its source on the islands of Epi 
and Tongoa.

Funding was granted in 2020, but, of course, COVID intervened. 
Finally, after much delay, the first serious fieldwork related to 
this project was undertaken in August 2022.

Bedford said that the interdisciplinary nature of the research is one of 
its strong points. “Having volcanologists working in collaboration has 
been revelationary. We now have a better idea of where people may 
have survived and what the landscape looked like after the eruption.”
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Confirmation of the Kuwae eruption’s widely destructive nature was 
relatively easy to find. Some 50 km from the eruptive centre, at a village 
called Vaompi, on Epi Island, Bedford and Henderson identified volcanic 
deposits that were more than a metre thick. Cronin and Stern arrived a 
few days later and explained that it was indeed associated with Kuwae 
and represented a pyroclastic flow. This is one of the most dangerous 
features of eruptions, where a dense, destructive mass of very hot ash, 
lava fragments, and gases are ejected explosively and flow across the 
landscape at great speed at up to 800 degrees Celsius. The chances of 
survival are almost zero.

Oral solid traditions relating to the eruption also provide important detail 
about these aspects. As Bedford further noted, this fieldwork was also 
in preparation for the ANU field school. 

Over the next few years, Bedford and Ballard will lead field schools 
of ANU students to work with local communities to uncover the 
secrets of Kuwae. Geological assessments of the submarine crater, 
archaeological excavations of buried settlements and the collection of 
detailed oral traditions of the eruption will flesh out our understanding 
of this remarkable event. 

This knowledge will then ground new thinking about the role of volcanoes 
in forcing climate change in the past and provide strategies for reducing 
the risk of future events.
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Language: The Bridge to 
Culture, Trust, and Cooperation

Language is more than communication. It is the foundation 
for trust, understanding, and cooperation across borders.

CAP offers the broadest range of Asian and Pacific languages in Australia. 
We teach widely spoken languages that drive diplomacy and trade — 
including Mandarin, Japanese, Korean, Thai, Vietnamese, Mongolian, 
Taiwanese and Indonesian — alongside critically important but less 
commonly taught languages that are vital to Australia’s strategic and 
cultural connections, such as Hindi, Sanskrit, Tok Pisin, Tibetan and Tetum.

What makes our programs unique is their depth and continuity. Students 
learn not only to speak and write with confidence but also gain cultural 
literacy and contextual understanding. They engage directly with native 
speakers, study texts and traditions, and often spend time in-country, 
experiencing language as it is lived.

Our language programs are also a resource of national capability. They:

•	 equip the next generation of diplomats, policymakers, and business 
leaders with the tools to engage effectively in the region

•	 support government and industry by producing graduates who can 
interpret, translate, and mediate across linguistic and cultural divides

•	 preserve and revitalise Asian and Pacific languages at risk of being 
lost, working alongside communities to safeguard cultural heritage.

Australia’s prosperity and security depend on strong relationships 
across the Asia–Pacific. CAP language programs are therefore more 
than an optional extra — they are a strategic asset. By building the human 
capability to communicate, connect, and negotiate on equal terms, 
these programs ensure Australia can engage with its neighbours with 
confidence and respect.
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Building Future Leaders 
Through Regional Immersion

With a dedicated focus on the Asia-Pacific region, 
CAP recognises the importance of in-country learning 
experiences. These opportunities help students deepen 
their cultural understanding, enhance language skills 
and broaden their global perspective.  

To support this, we offer a range of overseas study options, including 
short‑term in-country courses and immersive programs such as the 
Year in Asia, empowering students to bring their studies to life in the 
heart of the region.  

Many CAP students aspire to study overseas during their degree, 
recognising the immense value it adds to their academic and personal 
growth. Studying overseas provides students with the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in different cultures, gain a deeper understanding 
of the region they are studying, and develop critical cross-cultural 
communication skills. 

Year in Asia is our flagship program for overseas study, providing 
students with an opportunity to immerse themselves in the language 
and culture of China, Indonesia, Japan or Korea. 

Study tour courses give students the opportunity to get out of the 
classroom and into the region.  These courses are delivered intensively 
and usually involve language training, field work and visits to institutions.  
Destinations vary, but have recently included: Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, 
Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Samoa and Thailand.
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“There’s so much value in being able to learn 
directly from the region. Meeting farmers, 
businesspeople and government officials 
in China, and engaging with communities in 
Papua New Guinea, gave me insights I could 
never have gained from a textbook. It’s the 
best way to understand the Asia-Pacific.”

Eduardo Caceres-Sandoval 
Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) in 
Humanities and Social Sciences

“Living in South Korea for a year 
transformed not only my language skills 
but also my confidence. Being immersed in 
the culture every day pushed me out of my 
comfort zone, helped me grow as a person, 
and gave me the resilience to feel like I can 
accomplish anything.”

Madeline Hulm 
Bachelor of Asian Studies/Bachelor of Arts
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Partnerships that  
Make an Impact

At CAP, we actively collaborate with leaders from higher education, 
government, business, and industry to establish robust, lasting and 
innovative partnerships.

By partnering with us, organisations can gain access to a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise on the economic, political, and cultural 
dynamics of the Asia-Pacific region. Our faculty members and 
researchers are renowned for their deep understanding of the region’s  
history, languages and cultures, and are engaged in cutting-edge 
research on issues ranging from environmental sustainability to 
trade and investment.
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We provide our partners with a range of valuable services, including:

Insightful research
Conducting research, analysis and delivering valuable 
insights and data to support informed decision-making.

Consulting and advisory
Understanding our partners’ specific needs and providing 
customised solutions to achieve better business outcomes.

Networking and relationship-building
Providing networking opportunities with key stakeholders in 
the region, strengthening existing partnerships and building 
new connections.

Professional development  
and education programs
Delivering masterclasses, workshops and education programs 
designed to enhance the skills and knowledge of current 
and future leaders.

Asia-Pacific expertise
Working with the highest concentration of Asia‑Pacific experts 
in the English-speaking world.
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Featured partnerships

The Asia Foundation
There is excellent synergy between the academic expertise of many 
researchers in CAP and the work of the non-profit international 
development organisation The Asia Foundation (TAF). Our formal 
partnership began in 2016 with the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding that facilitates exchange and collaboration programs 
in areas of mutual interest and benefit to both institutions. Since then, 
we have also signed a Distinguished Visitors Agreement that enables 
TAF staff to undertake a visiting fellowship within CAP for up to 12 months. 
This creates an opportunity for the visiting fellows to pursue academic 
research and writing while also enabling their participation in various 
activities, including guest lectures, master classes for higher‑degree 
research students and outreach initiatives.

Ritsumeikan University
The partnership between CAP and Ritsumeikan University’s College 
of Global Liberal Arts has led to the development of Australia’s first 
undergraduate dual degree with a Japanese partner. Enabling students 
from each institution to graduate with two bachelor’s degrees after 
four years of study, the dual degree gives students a wonderful 
opportunity to deepen their knowledge of our region and spend 
time studying in both Australia and Japan. This partnership has also 
initiated a Visiting Researcher Scheme that enables research visits 
in either direction for periods of up to three months, thereby building 
new research collaborations.
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University of Papua New Guinea
The first Memorandum of Understanding between CAP and the 
University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG) was signed in 2012, and since 
then there have been several renewals. We have a rich collaboration with 
UPNG across education and research programs, research training and 
capacity‑building, and outreach activities. Recent developments include 
the expansion of our language offerings to include Tok Pisin — ANU is 
the first in the world to offer Tok Pisin online, opening up the study of 
this language to students from all over the world, and development of 
an Archaeological Field School — involving staff and students from both 
institutions undertaking archaeological practice in a remote part of PNG.

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
CAP has a long history of collaboration with the Commonwealth 
Government, especially the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT). As part of our unique role as the national university, we aim to 
provide evidence-based research that will benefit Australian society 
through research partnerships and specialised education and training. 
The partnership with DFAT is particularly strong in Pacific studies, 
where DFAT funding contributes to our ability to create and disseminate 
independent Pacific-focused research to foster stronger evidence-based 
policymaking in the Pacific. We also work with DFAT to provide bespoke 
training courses that utilise our world-leading Pacific expertise.
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Acknowledgement of 
First Nations Partnerships

CAP acknowledges the Ngunnawal and Ngambri peoples, 
the Traditional Custodians of the land on which the 
University stands, and pays respect to Elders past and 
present. We recognise that our work — in research, teaching, 
and engagement — takes place on Indigenous land and within 
a broader region where Indigenous knowledge, leadership, 
and resilience are central to shaping the future.

Our commitment to First Nations partnerships is not symbolic.  
It is built into how we teach, research, and collaborate. We:

•	 integrate Indigenous perspectives into our curriculum and research 
programs, ensuring students and scholars understand the depth and 
diversity of First Nations knowledge

•	 partner with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities on 
projects that support cultural preservation, language revitalisation, 
and community-led development

•	 engage with Pacific Islander communities in ways that recognise 
shared histories of colonisation, resilience, and Indigenous identity 
across the region

•	 support Indigenous leadership by providing scholarships, mentoring, 
and pathways for First Nations students to thrive at ANU

•	 promote dialogue between First Nations voices in Australia and 
Indigenous leaders across the Pacific, fostering connections that 
enrich regional understanding and cooperation.

By embedding First Nations and Pacific perspectives in our work, 
CAP ensures that the knowledge we generate and the partnerships we 
build are grounded in respect, reciprocity, and shared responsibility.
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Transforming Futures 
Through Giving

Philanthropy plays a critical role in advancing our mission. 
By providing additional financial resources, philanthropy enables 
CAP to continue its work in promoting research and education 
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Donations from our community can have a truly transformative impact. 
Whether in the form of financial support that opens doors for students, 
or funding for ground-breaking research, the gifts we receive at CAP have 
the power to change lives in profound and meaningful ways, both directly 
and indirectly.

Philanthropy strengthens our mission in far-reaching ways:

•	 scholarships for talented students, including Pacific Islanders 
and First Nations students

•	 sustaining critical language programs that are strategically 
important but not commercially viable

•	 funding pioneering research on urgent issues like climate resilience, 
governance reform, and peacebuilding

•	 expanding mobility opportunities so more students gain 
in‑country experience

•	 building community impact through partnerships with NGOs, 
governments, and local communities

•	 preserving and showcasing our Asian and Pacific art collection — 
one of the most significant collections in Australia. Philanthropy 
supports conservation, new acquisitions, and public exhibitions that 
allow students, staff, and the wider community to engage with the 
cultural richness of our region.
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Every contribution is an investment in the future of Australia’s 
engagement with its region. It ensures that the next generation of 
diplomats, policymakers, researchers, and community leaders are 
equipped with the knowledge, skills, and experiences they need to 
lead with understanding and integrity.

“The Ruth Dobson Scholarship was an 
amazing opportunity. It meant I didn’t 
have to work full-time like I did during my 
bachelor’s, so I could truly focus on my 
master’s studies. That support gave me the 
space to learn, grow, and ultimately reach 
my dream of working at the United Nations.”

Sally Swinnen 
Master of Diplomacy

45ANU College of Asia and the Pacific



46 ANU College of Asia and the Pacific



47ANU College of Asia and the Pacific



Researcher Listing by Area

Afghanistan	 2

Blaxland, John	 Bell

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Australia	 36

Bailey, Rochelle-lee	 Bell

Batley, James	 Bell

Blackwell, James	 Bell

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Carr, Andrew	 Bell

Carter, George	 Bell

Cintra Oppermann, Thiago	 Bell

Day, Benjamin	 Bell

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Dean, Peter	 Bell

Evans, Nicholas	 CHL

Fruehling, Stephan	 Bell

Glanville, Luke	 Bell

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Haley, Nicole	 Bell

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hoare, Nicholas	 Bell

Hopf, Felicitas	 CHL

Mason, Jennifer	 CHL

McCrae, Meighen	 Bell

O’Connor, Sue	 CHL

O’Driscoll, Cian	 Bell

Palmieri, Sonia	 Bell

Passmore, Samuel	 CHL

Pratten, Garth	 Bell

Putt, Judy	 Bell

Sebastianelli, Paolo	 CHL

Shipton, Ceri	 CHL

Staunton, Eglantine	 Bell

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Sullivan, Helen	 CAP

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell

Tobler, Raymond	 CHL

Schneider, Larissa	 CHL

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell

Wissing, Kirsty	 CHL

Bangladesh	 2

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Grech-Madin, Charlotte	 Bell

Cambodia	 3

Ainley, Kirsten	 Bell

Jacob, Cecilia	 Bell

Travouillon, Katrin	 Bell
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China	 32

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Chan, Sze Wan Debby	 CAP

Chan, Edward	 CAP

Cliff, Thomas	 CHL

Elvin, Mark	 CHL

Fan, Shengyu	 CHL

Galway, Matthew	 CHL

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Heinrich, Ari	 CHL

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hung, Hsiao-chun 	  CHL

Ji, Fengyuan	 CHL

King, Amy	 Bell

Klein, Esther	 CHL

Loke, Beverley	 Bell

Lu, Fengming	 Bell

Makeham, John	 CHL

Mindford, John	 CHL

Penny, Benjamin	 CHL

Schimmelpfennig, Michael	 CHL

Schneider, Larissa	 CHL

Smith, Graeme	 Bell

Spivey, Brian	 CAP

Strange, Mark	 CHL

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell

Wang, Xian	 CAP

Wang, Yanyan	 CHL

Wei, Shuge	 CHL

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell

Zhang, Denghua	 Bell

Zhang, Yanying	 CHL

Zhou, Yun	 CHL

East Asia	 10

Chan, Sze Wan Debby	 CAP

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hung, Hsiao-chun	 CHL

King, Amy	 Bell

Murashkin, Nikolay	 Bell

Prantl, Jochen	 Bell

Suh, Kyungwon	 Bell

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell
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Fiji	 25

Bailey, Rochelle-lee	 Bell

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Barth, Danielle	 CHL

Batley, James	 Bell

Bedford, Stuart	 CHL

Clark, Geoffrey	 CHL

Evans, Bethwyn	 CHL

Evans, Nicholas	 CHL

Firth, Stewart	 Bell

Homerang, Jenny	 CHL

Jolly, Margaret	 CHL

Keen, Meg	 Bell

Mosko, Mark	 CHL

Palmieri, Sonia	 Bell

Pawley, Andrew	 CHL

Regan, Anthony	 Bell

Rooney, Nayahamui	 CHL

Ross, Malcolm	 CHL

Rumsey, Alan	 CHL

Shaw, Ben	 CHL

Smith, Graeme	 Bell

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Teaiwa, Katerina	 CHL

Tobler, Raymond	 CHL

Tomlinson, Matt	 CHL

French Polynesia	 5

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Firth, Stewart	 Bell

Hoare, Nicholas	 Bell

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

India	 16

Anderson, Atholl	 CHL

Ashar, Meera	 CHL

Black, Shameem	 CHL

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Diamond, Chris	 CHL

Doron, Assa	 CHL

Friedlander, Peter	 CHL

Grech-Madin, Charlotte	 Bell

Jaffrey, Sana	 Bell

Jakimow, Tanya	 CHL

Majcher, Stephanie	 CHL

Nair, Deepak	 Bell

Narayan, Kirin	 CHL

Regan, Anthony	 Bell

Taylor, McComas	 CHL

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell
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Indonesia	 26

Arka, Wayan	 CHL

Aspinall, Edward	 Bell

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Fox, James	 Bell

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Jaffrey, Sana	 Bell

Jakimow, Tanya	 CHL

Johns, Anthony	 CHL

Kealy, Shimona	 CHL

Kent, Ellen	 CHL

Kumar, Ann	 CHL

Mietzner, Marcus	 Bell

Nair, Deepak	 Bell

Nisa, Eva	 CHL

O’Connor, Sue	 CHL

Pratten, Garth	 Bell

Reid, Anthony	 CHL

Ricci, Ronit	 CHL

Robinson, Kathryn	 CHL

Samper Carro, Sofia	 CHL

Sastrawan, Jarrah	 CHL

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Tapsell, Ross	 CHL

Warburton, Eve	 Bell

White, Sally	 Bell

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell

Japan	 19

Akami, Tomoko	 CHL

Avenell, Simon	 CHL

Envall, David	 Bell

Gibeau, Mark	 CHL

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hobson, Christopher	 Bell

Ishihara, Shunichi	 CHL

Itoh, Mayuko	 CHL

King, Amy	 Bell

Kojima, Takuya	 CHL

Lee, Duck-Young	 CHL

McCormack, Gavan	 CHL

McCrae, Meighen	 Bell

Morris-Suzuki, Teresa	 CHL

Murashkin, Nikolay	 Bell

Nakamura, Toshi	 CHL

Richardson, Lauren	 Bell

Rimmer, Peter	 CHL

Laos	 1

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL
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Malaysia	 7

Chan, Nicholas	 Bell

Johns, Anthony	 CHL

Pratten, Garth	 Bell

Reid, Anthony	 CHL

Robinson, Kathryn	 CHL

Show, Ying Xin	 CHL 

Tapsell, Ross	 CHL

Micronesia	 5

Clark, Geoffrey	 CHL

Firth, Stewart	 Bell

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Hung, Hsiao-chun	 CHL

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Mongolia	 2

Narangoa, Li	 CHL

Fijn, Natasha	 CHL

Myanmar	 9

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Cheesman, Nick	 Bell

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Ferguson, Jane	 CHL

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Grech-Madin, Charlotte	 Bell

Lawson, George	 Bell

Staunton, Eglantine	 Bell

Takahashi, Yuri	 CHL

Nepal	 1

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

New Caledonia	 5

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Firth, Stewart	 Bell

Staunton, Eglantine	 Bell

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

New Zealand	 7

Bailey, Rochelle-lee	 Bell

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Blackwell, James	 Bell

Glanville, Luke	 Bell

Hoare, Nicholas	 Bell

McNeill, Henrietta	 Bell

O’Driscoll, Cian	 Bell

North Korea� 11
(Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea)

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Barraclough, Ruth	 CHL

Choi, Yoo Na	 CHL

Chung, Helen	 CHL

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Kim, Ji Yeon	 CHL

Lee, Hayeon	 CHL

Lee, Stella	 CHL
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Richardson, Lauren	 Bell

Suh, Kyungwon	 Bell

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell

Pacific	 30

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Batley, James	 Bell

Bedford, Stuart	 CHL

Carter, George	 Bell

Cintra Oppermann, Thiago	 Bell

Clark, Geoffrey	 CHL

Dinnen, Sinclair	 Bell

Evans, Bethwyn	 CHL

Evans, Nicholas	 CHL

Firth, Stewart	 Bell

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Haley, Nicole	 Bell

Hoare, Nicholas	 Bell

Keen, Meg	 Bell

Logan, Sarah	 Bell

Loke, Beverly	 Bell

Malungahu, Gemma	 Bell

Masta, Mercy	 Bell

McCrae, Meighen	 Bell

McNeill, Henrietta	 Bell

Palmieri, Sonia	 Bell

Ride, Anouk	 Bell

Smith, Graeme	 Bell

Staunton, Eglantine	 Bell

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Teaiwa, Katerina	 CHL

Tomlinson, Matt	 CHL

Watson, Amanda H A	 Bell

Zhang, Denghua	 Bell

Pakistan	 3

Ahmed, Mansoor	 Bell

Ashar, Meera	 CHL

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Palau	 3

Clark, Geoffrey	 CHL

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Smith, Graeme	 Bell

Papua New Guinea	 29

Aguiar Macedo Teixeira, 
Joao Carlos	 CHL

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Barbara, Julien	 Bell

Batley, James	 Bell

Cintra Oppermann, Thiago	 Bell

Coxe, Simon	 CHL

Day, Benjamin	 Bell

Dinnen, Sinclair	 Bell

Evans, Bethwyn	 CHL
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Firth, Stewart	 Bell

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Haley, Nicole	 Bell

Hoare, Nicholas	 Bell

Hoenigman, Darja	 CHL

Keen, Meg	 Bell

Meki, Theresa	 Bell

Oakeshott, David	 Bell

O’Connor, Sue	 CHL

Passmore, Samuel	 CHL

Putt, Judy	 Bell

Regan, Anthony	 Bell

Ride, Anouk	 Bell

Robson, Alan	 Bell

Schneider, Larissa	 CHL

Smith, Graeme	 Bell

Watson, Amanda H A	 Bell

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell

Wiltshire, Colin	 Bell

Philippines	 7

Calimbahin, Cleo Anne	 CAP

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hutchcroft, Paul	 Bell

Robson, Alan	 Bell

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Tanyag, Maria	 Bell

Tapsell, Ross	 CHL

Samoa	 6

Bailey, Rochelle-lee	 Bell

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Haley, Nicole	 Bell

McNeill, Henrietta	 Bell

Tomlinson, Matt	 CHL

Singapore	 3

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Nair, Deepak	 Bell

Pratten, Garth	 Bell

Solomon Islands	 10

Bailey, Rochelle-lee	 Bell

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Barbara, Julien	 Bell

Batley, James	 Bell

Dinnen, Sinclair	 Bell

Haley, Nicole	 Bell

Keen, Meg	 Bell

Oakeshott, David	 Bell

Ride, Anouk	 Bell

Wiltshire, Colin	 Bell

South Asia	 11

Ahmed, Mansoor	 Bell

Akami, Tomoko	 CHL

Ashar, Meera	 CHL

Bell, Sharon	 CHL

Black, Shameem	 CHL
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D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Doron, Assa	 CHL

Grech-Madin, Charlotte	 Bell

Jacob, Cecilia	 Bell

Jaffrey, Sana	 Bell

Kavesh, Muhammad	 CHL 

Southeast Asia	 29

Akami, Tomoko	 CHL

Aspinal, Edward	 Bell

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Chan, Nicholas	 Bell

Cheesman, Nicholas	 Bell

Cribb, Robert	 Bell

Davies, Mathew	 Bell

Ferguson, Jane	 CHL

George, Kenneth	 CHL

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hung, Hsiao-chun	 CHL

Hutchcroft, Paul	 Bell

Jacob, Cecilia	 Bell

Jaffrey, Sana	 Bell

Kent, Ellen	 CHL

Mietzner, Marcus	 Bell

Nair, Deepak	 Bell

O’Connor, Sue	 CHL

Passmore, Samuel	 CHL

Prantl, Jochen	 Bell

Raymond, Gregory	 Bell

Samper Carro, Sofia	 CHL

Show, Ying Xin	 CHL

Stevenson, Janelle	 CHL

Syailendra, Emirza	 Bell

Tapsell, Ross	 CHL

Travouillon, Katrin	 Bell

Warburton, Eve	 Bell

South Korea	 16

Barraclough, Ruth	 CHL

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Choi, Yoo Na	 CHL

Chung, Helen	 CHL

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Hwang, Kyung Moon	 CHL 

Kim, Eunseon	 CHL

Kim, Ji Yeon	 CHL

Lee, Duck-Young	 CHL

Lee, Hayeon	 CHL

Lee, Stella	 CHL

Maliangkay, Roald	 CHL

Richardson, Lauren	 Bell

Suh, Kyungwon	 Bell

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell
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Sri Lanka	 4

Ainley, Kirsten	 Bell

D’Costa, Bina	 Bell

Regan, Anthony	 Bell

Ricci, Ronit	 CHL

Taiwan	 6

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Hung, Hsiao-chun	 CHL

King, Amy	 Bell

Smith, Graeme	 Bell

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell

Wei, Shuge	 CHL

Thailand	 7

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Cheesman, Nick	 Bell

Feangfu, Janit	 CHL

Ferguson, Jane	 CHL

Jacob, Cecilia	 Bell

Logan, Sarah	 Bell

Raymond, Greg	 Bell

Timor-Leste	 9

Barbara, Julien	 Bell

Batley, James	 Bell

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Fox, James	 Bell

Haberle, Simon	 CHL

Kealy, Shimona	 CHL

O’Connor, Sue	 CHL

Schneider, Larissa	 CHL

Wiltshire, Colin	 Bell

Tonga	 7

Bailey, Rochelle-lee	 Bell

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Barbara, Julien	 Bell

Clark, Geoffrey	 CHL

Malungahu, Gemma	 Bell

McNeill, Henrietta	 Bell

United Kingdom	 7

Day, Benjamin	 Bell

Glanville, Luke	 Bell

Lawson, George	 Bell

Logan, Sarah	 Bell

McCrae, Meighen	 Bell

O’Driscoll, Cian	 Bell

Sullivan, Helen	 CAP
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United States of America	 14

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Day, Benjamin	 Bell

Dean, Peter	 Bell

Fruehling, Stephan	 Bell

Glanville, Luke	 Bell

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Henry, Iain	 Bell

Logan, Sarah	 Bell

Loke, Beverly	 Bell

MacKay, Joseph	 Bell

O’Driscoll, Cian	 Bell

Prantl, Jochen	 Bell

Taylor, Brendan	 Bell

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell

Vanuatu	 7

Bailey, Rochelle	 Bell

Baker, Kerryn	 Bell

Ballard, Christopher	 CHL

Batley, James	 Bell

Bedford, Stuart	 CHL

Palmieri, Sonia	 Bell

Ride, Anouk	 Bell

Vietnam	 5

Blaxland, John	 Bell

Goh, Evelyn	 Bell

Le, Yen	 CHL

Lee, Hayeon	 CHL

Widmaier, Wesley	 Bell
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